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PPAASSTTOORRõõSS  MMEESSSSAAGGEE  
 

What is Rivieraõs mission in the 

world? The short answer is simple: 

our mission is Christõs mission of 

outreaching love. That basic truth 

can be spoken in many ways. Time 

is not well spent reinventing the 

wheel. On the other hand, 

congregations are as unique as 

people. It is essential to know our 

gifts and passions in order to 

discern how Godõs Spirit is working 

through us. 

 

Our church council has not settled 

on a single best wording to express 

our unique gifts. However, we have 

discerned the following: Riviera UMC 

has a passion to feed the hungry, 

both body and soul. Physical hunger 

helps center and focus our many 

efforts with those in need, but we 

also know that we, too, are hungry. 

We seek to share a faith and an 

experience of God that doesnõt 

require leaving our minds or hearts 

at the door. As parents, 

grandparents, friends and neighbors 

we are also committed to nurturing 

South Bay families as they strive to 

live faithfully in todayõs world. 

Finally, in all of this we celebrate the 

grace of God through worship, 

music and the arts.  

 

On this last point, Riviera UMC has a 

long and proud history as a place of 

life-changing worship and a patron 

of the arts in our community. I was 

delighted last Sunday when a 

newcomer confided in me that she 

felt something special and 

unexpected in our worship. The 

word she used was òparticipatory.ó I 

was grateful for the unprompted 

affirmation of several years of work.   

 

A while back, the worship team, 

guided by Tom Long's book, Beyond 

the Worship Wars: Building Vital and 

Faithful Worship, established a set 

of principles that guide our worship 

together: 1) make room, somewhere 

in worship for the experience of 

mystery; 2) make a concerted effort 

to show hospitality to the stranger; 

3) recover the sense of drama 

inherent in Christian worship; 4) 

emphasize music that is excellent 

and eclectic in style and genre; 5) 

creatively attend to the environment 

of worship; 6) forge a strong 

connection in each service between 

worship and local mission; 7) 

maintain a stable order of service 

and responses that the 

congregation knows by heart; 8) 

move to a joyous experience toward 

the end of the worship service. 

  

Iõm not expecting our gifted 

wordsmiths to put all the above in a 

sentence. As we look forward to the 

excitement of the fall, I do think it is 

important to be clear about who we 

are and have a vision for where we 

are going. 

 

Grace and Peace,   

Pastor Mark  



MMUUSSIICC  aanndd  WWOORRSSHHIIPP  
 
The 2010-2011 Concert Series 

will kick off with a recital and CD 

release party on Saturday, 

September 25th at 2 pm! 

  Dr. Cheryl Anne Roach, mezzo-

soprano, and John Tveit, piano, will 

present a song recital of great 

German lieder and song cycles by 

Debussy and de Falla.   This 

concert will conclude with 

selections from the new recording, 

òmorning star,ó by Cheryl, Dawn 

Brooks, and Cory Johnson. 
 
HELP! Acolyte Coordinator Needed 

We are currently looking for 

someone who can resume the role 

of scheduling and ensuring that 

we have acolytes on hand each 

Sunday. I would also like to 

conduct an informational training 

for all acolytes before September. 

If you are interested or have any 

questions, please call Janie 

Honeycutt at (310) 560-7514. 
 
Fall Choir Schedule 

Regular Chancel Choir rehearsals 

will resume on Thursday, 

September 9th at 7:30 pm in the 

choir room, and the choir will sing 

in weekly Sunday services 

beginning on September 12th. The 

Chancel Bells will begin rehearsing 

at 11:15 am after the Sunday 

services beginning on October 

3rd. As always, new members for 

either group are welcome to join or 

come to a rehearsal and check us 

out!   

 

RYME (Riviera Youth Music 

Ensemble) is about to kick off its 

third year of bringing rock, jazz, 

and gospel music to the church's 

worship experience. If you are in 

grades 6 through 12, are musically 

inclined, and like to have fun, this 

is the group for you! Parts will be 

written specifically for your voice 

or instrument by the group's 

director, all tailored to the 

individual musician's ability. The 

group typically performs in the 

church service once a month and 

rehearses three Sundays per 

month from 11:15 am to noon in 

the chapel. For more information, 

see Cory Johnson at the Music 

Ministry table on Rally Day. Cory 

can also be reached at 

cmjmusic@earthlink.net.  RYME's 

first rehearsal will be on Sept. 19 

(refreshments provided). 
 

SSEERRVVIICCEE  aanndd  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY    
 
Odd Couples meet Saturday, 

September 11 at 6 pm. 
 
September 12th is Rally Day--

after the worship service 

on the patio lawn.  

Come be a part of the  

"World of Opportunities" 

on Rally Day as we highlight, 

celebrate, and invite being 

involved in the many ministries at 

Riviera!  
 
Our front lawn will be transformed 

into a global menagerie. RUMC 

committees, please begin thinking 

about how you can integrate the 

theme of our back-to-school, 

mailto:cmjmusic@earthlink.net


summer-is-over, time-to-kick-start-

the-new routine annual event. Pick 

your favorite destination(s) and let 

your imagination go wild for your 

table display!  
 
If your group or committee would 

like to host a table, please contact 

Peggy Roberts at 310-418-3724 

or pjrob3@yahoo.com. 
 
Scrapbook & Craft Summer Dates: 

Wed. Crop Nights, 7 pm ð 10 pm: 

September 8 and 22. 
 
Friday Craft Nights, 7pm-midnight:  

September 3. 
 
Note our next All-Day Event will be 

Saturday, October 2, 9am-10pm  
 
For more information, email Cindy 

Welchko at cwelchko@need.org. 
 
Trustees Work Party 

Saturday, September 18, 

2010. Meet in the 

Fellowship Hall at 9 am. 
 

Share a Part When You Fill Your Cart 
Riviera participates in the Escrip 

program. When you shop at 

Vons/Pavillions using your 

registered Vons/Pavillion card we 

get a donation based on your total 

receipt. At this time of year there is 

a special "Back to School" 

promotion. To register your Vons 

card go to www.escrip.com. While 

you are there check out the other 

sharing possibilities when you 

register your credit or debit card. 

Our ID number is 136559196. If 

you have any questions about this 

program contact Caralee Smith.  

Look for information on RALLY DAY. 
 

The Next Shawl Ministry 

The next gathering of 

knitters and crocheters 

will be on September 19 

at 7 pm in the Ocean 

View Room. We welcome new 

members! Please let us know if 

there is a loved one in need of a 

shawl, lap robe, afghan or baby 

blanket. Contact Julie Carr, 310-

374-8309 or Gail Robinson, 

424-247-3581. 
 

 
The RUMC Book Club, deep in discussion. 
 
October Book Club & Birthday Bash 

The Riviera Book Club will be 

reading "The Whistling Season" by 

Ivan Doig for its October selection. 

 The book is 345 pages and is 

available in paperback and audio. 

A partial excerpt of one review had 

this to say about it: "Ivan Doig may 

be the quintessential Western 

writer. In 10 books of fiction and 

nonfiction, he has masterfully 

explored human communities set 

against a beautiful, if harsh, 

Montana landscape. The Whistling 

Season, a coming-of-age story told 

in flashbacks, thoughtfully evokes 

a lost time and place. Almost all 

aspects of this novel impressed 

the criticsñthe colorful characters, 

the emotional resonance, the rich 

period details, the eloquent prose, 

mailto:pjrob3@yahoo.com
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and even Morris's lessons on 

astronomy and ancient history." 

 

As an added bonus, we will be 

celebrating Gerry Smith's birthday! 

All are welcome to join us at the 

home of Andrea Perez on Monday, 

October 11 at 7 pm. Please RSVP 

if you're planning on coming so we 

can have a big enough cake!  --

Andrea Perez, (310)378-2744, 

becker360@aol.com. 

 

All Church Auction,  

Talent Show and Fair 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, 

October 23. This year we will be 

adding some fair booths to our 

event. It will be a fun evening for 

the whole family! 
  
Our talented Peggy Roberts will be 

coordinating the talent show 

again. Contact her at 

pjrob3@yahoo.com.  
 
Start thinking about items you can 

donate for our auction. If you have 

any business connections, ask for 

donations. Consider making 

homemade and home-baked 

goodies. This year we are hoping 

to have more items that the youth 

and children will want to bid on.  

Weõve had some very creative bid 

items in the past and look forward 

to your contributions this year!  
  
Think about offering your 

talents for our talented show. It 

will be good fun! Put on your 

thinking caps, this is an ALL- 

CHURCH EVENT and a chance for 

everyone to get involved. Invite 

friends and family for an evening 

of fun. 
 
Martha Circle, Sept 14  

at 12:30 pm in the Ocean View Rm 

The program has been changed to 

one on Immigration. Our District 

Social Justice Chairperson and 

Martha Circle member, Mary Ross, 

will lead the discussion. The event 

will be hosted by Ellen Newberry 

and Arlene Ball. Everyone is 

welcome. Call Ellen for details at 

(310) 375-4018. 
 
Save the date ð September 26! 

DOGS' September Feast 

The Dining Out Group will meet on 

Sunday, September 26.  More 

information to come!  Contact 

Alice or Ewald Lacher at 310-375-

8795. 
 

Painting of the Church 

Continues 

Thanks to all who gave 

generously to the fundraiser 

for the painting of the church. We 

continue with the painting of the 

Sanctuary building including the 

Chapel, Ocean View Room and the 

Education building. 

  

SSPPIIRRIITT  aanndd  HHEEAALLTTHH  
 
And They Said It Couldn't Be Done!  

RUMC Sunday Morning Bible Study 

It's time to restart a Sunday 

morning Bible study at Riviera!  We 

further God's work through our 

own spiritual growth and attention 

to spiritual disciplines, such as 

Bible study.  We Rivierans have 

always been faithful with Bible 

mailto:becker360@aol.com
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study, and what could be a more 

convenient time than Sunday 

morning, when we are coming to 

church anyway? 
 
Accordingly, our new Bible study 

will meet in the library Sunday 

mornings, starting September 19, 

at 8:45, so that choir members 

(who have to report for rehearsal 

at 9:30 am) may participate fully 

in this spiritual development 

activity. Please arrive on time so 

we can have the full 45 minutes 

for study and discussion. Join us 

at 8:45 am, and be renewed.  For 

more information contact Alan 

Zabel at alanzabel@alum.mit.edu 

 

Ocean View Discussion begins 

Sept. 19  

What do the Nicene Creed, the 

Diet of Worms, and the conversion 

of John and Charles Wesley have 

in common? According to a noted 

Wheaton College historian, they 

are among pivotal events in the 

two thousand years of Christianity. 

This year we will begin by reading 

and discussing Turning Points: 

Decisive Moments in the History of 

Christianity by Mark A. Noll. The 

Library Journal writes òThis highly 

recommended work provides a 

thoughtful yet comprehensive 

framework for the history of 

Christianity.ó We will resume 

Sunday, September 19 at 9 am in 

the Ocean View Room. Contact 

Carol Perry at cperryrb@aol.com or 

Jerry Smith at gsmth99@aol.com. 

All are welcome! 

 

New Testament Greek for 

Bible Study continues bi-

weekly Sunday evenings at 

5:00 pm in the Library. Pastor 

Mark leads this adventure into the 

ancient language. 
 
Riviera All -Church 

Womenõs Retreat 

Nov. 5 - 7, 2010 

We invite all women to 

join us for spiritual renewal at the 

womenõs retreat the weekend of 

November 5-7. The retreat takes 

place at the beautiful Serra 

Retreat Center overlooking the 

ocean in Malibu. Suzanne Barron, 

a certified spiritual director, will be 

our leader again this year. 
 
Look for the sign-up table after 

Sunday worship in September to 

make your reservation. The price 

is $200 per person for a double 

room; it includes six meals, 

workshop sessions, and free time 

for meditation or exploration of the 

Malibu area. Space is limited, and 

we need payment by Sunday, 

October 3. Contact Carol Perry at 

cperryrb@aol.com.  
 
The Riviera Womenõs Bible Study 

will resume on Monday, Sept. 13 

in the Ocean View Room from 12 ð 

1:30.  We will begin this fall with a 

study of the Gospel of John. Over 

the five years we have been 

together, we have explored the 

stories of women in the Bible, 

specific books of the Bible, prayer 

and the will of God, how to 

discover and use our strengths, 

mailto:alanzabel@alum.mit.edu
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and the sayings of Jesusñto name 

a few.   
 
We are an intergenerational group 

of women who meet weekly for 

study, fellowship and support.  

Childcare is available. Feel free to 

bring your sack lunch and join in 

our open discussions. Look for us 

on Rally Day to get your book or 

contact Cheryl Zabel at (310) 379-

1028 or 

Cheryl@cherylanneroach.com. 
  
 
Blood Pressure 

Screening   

On the second Sunday 

of each month, blood pressure 

screenings are offered by the 

Health Ministry team at 11:15 am 

in the Library.  Our dedicated team 

includes Marilouise Huff, Ellen 

Newberry, Alma Thompson and 

Nancy Peak.    
 

CCHHIILLDDRREENN  aanndd  YYOOUUTTHH  

  
 
 
 
 
 
     

 

 

 

   

Sunday School gardeners 
 

Our Sunday School resumes its 

regular schedule on Sept. 12 with 

a special dedication to our 

teachers at worship service.  The 

Childrenõs Choir will continue as 

part of our Sunday School class. 
 
We have two important events 

later in the month: On Sunday, 

Sept. 19, the Third Graders will 

receive their very own Bibles at our 

worship service followed by a 

ôMaking the Bible Yoursõ 

workshop, facilitated by Jackie 

Ferrell. On Sunday, Sept 26, we 

will have a Blessing of the Athletes 

dedicated to both children and 

youth sports teams.   
 
Jr & Sr Youth Group Resumes--  

-ôJammies & Jamõ Breakfast 

Saturday, September 11 at 8 am 

In the spirit of the "kidnap 

breakfast," we will have a special 

breakfast in our jammies to 

welcome all our new youth group 

members. For incoming 5th/6th 

and 9th graders, as well as current 

youth group members, please 

meet at the Redondo Beach Cafe, 

1511 S. Pacific Coast Highway 

(near the church). -Our youth 

group has grown so large that we 

are unable to "kidnap" all the new 

youth...thus we are meeting at the 

restaurant. 
 
 -Sunday, September 12 pm, 

officially kicks off our fall youth 

group season with Rally Day after 

church and a Youth/Parent 

potluck in the evening (6 pm). 

  Bruce and Lynn Attig &  

Boy Scout Troop 586  

Cordially invite you to attend the  

EAGLE SCOUT  COURT OF HONOR  

For CLAYTON PARKER ATTIG  

Monday, September 6, 2010  

5 oÙclock In the Sanctuary 

Dinner reception following in 

Fellowship Hall  

    Kindly RSVP by Sept. 2  

to 310 - 374 - 8309  

mailto:Cheryl@cherylanneroach.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elena ð I made new friends while at SSP. My 

favorite new person I met was a boy named 

Cody who has Downõs Syndrome. Although 

Cody needed my help with reading for song 

time and Bible verses, he helped me as well. I 

saw that although he has a handicap, Cody is 

just as concerned and loving to his friends as 

we are with ours. I helped paint the school we 

stayed at. I learned to scrape, primer and 

paint. Overall, SSP was an inspiring trip. I 

loved spending an entire week with my mom, 

and doing Godõs work by serving people less 

fortunate than I. SSP was a great experience. 

We learned so much about construction and 

painting. But more importantly we learned 

that with friendship & teamwork we can 

accomplish anything! 

ñElena Bodkin, Jr. High Youth 

 

REFLECTIONS FROM JR HIGH SSP 


