
  

 
 

 
Sunday Worship at 10 am 

 
Office Hours: 

 9:15 am ð 5 pm 

Monday - Thursday 

Friday closed 

 

 
Many thanks and appreciation! 

 

 
Community Volunteers help at the 

May 29th  Loaves and Fishes 

 

 
Our RUMC Methodettes performed at 

Ascension SundayéBeautiful! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Host, Maxine Peak, at the annual  

UMW High Tea 
 

 
Introducing the new RUMC  

multi-media system! 
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PPAASSTTOORRõõSS  MMEESSSSAAGGEE  

It is truly exciting when ministry 

fires on all cylinders. A total of 186 

people were in attendance last 

Sunday as we celebrated Holy 

Communion and the òcourageous 

compassionó of our youth ministry. 

It was a remarkable Sunday in 

many ways, including the 

seamless use of our new 

multimedia screen. Like many of 

you I met in the lobby on our way 

into the week, I left òpumpedó and 

exceedingly grateful to be in 

ministry at Riviera. I call thatéan 

experience of the grace of God. 

Our average worship attendance 

at this point in the year is 

significantly ahead of where we 

were last year (171 vs. 164). I am 

so proud of my staff, Riveraõs lay 

leadership, and each of you who 

made this program year such a 

success. This principal of 

empowered leadership was one of 

the behind-the-scenes victories of 

Youth Sunday. I perceive my 

leadership role as Pastor to be one 

of establishing framework and 

principals, checking in to see that 

we are on track, and then getting 

out of the way so that good people 

can do their best work. I simply 

step in to fill in the seams and to 

be the visible presence of the 

churchõs shepherding, teaching 

and worship. Thatõs not everyoneõs 

vision of a pastor, but its mine. 

And Iõm sticking to it. 

Each year, as I prepare for annual 

conference, my thoughts turn to 

what it means to be Pastor, both 

its gifts and pressures. This year, I 

feel particularly humbled and 

grateful.  There was an era, Iõm 

told, when clergy arrived at annual 

conferences with their bags 

packed; and the Bishop's reading 

of pastoral appointments to begin 

July 1st was a moment of 

suspense. I am thankful that this 

is not that day, and confident Iõll 

be seeing you again when I return. 

You have accomplished much, and 

Iõm looking forward to the gift of 

renewing my covenant to be in 

ministry with you another year. 

Grace and Peace,   

Pastor Mark  

 

  

  

  

  

  
 

 
 
 



MMUUSSIICC  aanndd  WWOORRSSHHIIPP 

 

Home / Hospital  Communion   

If you know of someone who is 

unable to attend the Sunday 

worship service and would like to 

receive communion, please 

contact Cheryl Zabel at 310-379-

1028 or 

Cheryl@cherylanneroach.com. 

 

 
Cheryl Zabel serves at 

Communion Sunday 
 

Greeters, Lend a Hand 

We are recruiting for 

ôGreetersõ to welcome 

members as they arrive to 

worship. Just a simple smile and a 

helloñitõs a great way to meet your 

fellow RUMC members and fulfill a 

need.  Contact Kathryn Livengood 

at (310) 377-5885 or 

kglpv@verizon.net. 
 

 
Kelsie, Abby and Andras act out  

the scripture reading of 

Elijah and the Widow 

SSEERRVVIICCEE  aanndd  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY    
 

  
Nuts and Berries Spirituality. Want 

to join me?  
 
Several months ago I was infected 

by a nasty virus that was bad 

enough but also caused my 

immune system to run for the hills. 

My doctor suggested I change my 

diet to eliminate sugar and 

processed foods and include 

whole grains, nuts and a variety of 

colorful veggies and fruits. I call it 

the nuts and berries diet.  
 
As Lent approached and I had no 

energy for much more than 

reading, I decided to begin a 

spiritual diet as well. I couldnõt 

make a big commitment so I 

started slowly. I discovered that 

with, perhaps less than a chapter 

a day, I was accomplishing more 

than I ever expected. The big 

surprise was the feeling that I was 

being led from one book to the 

next; the topics seemed to parallel 

the events of my life. Both my 

physical and my spiritual health 

improved. I highly recommend 

making a similar nuts and berries 

approach to your own spiritual 

growth.  
 

Recognizing that our paths will all 

be different, I share my recent 

reading list with brief comments 

mailto:Cheryl@cherylanneroach.com
mailto:kglpv@verizon.net


below. Just start by finding a book 

that answers a question you have  

and trust that the next book will 

come to you effortlessly. Donõt get 

overwhelmed, just òsnackó on a 

little each day. Here are the nuts 

and berries Iõve consumed since 

February: 
 

Mosaic: Devotions for Lent, Credo 

Communications (Scripture, Art, 

Poetry, Essays, Short Stories 

arranged for each week of Lent. 

There are many publications 

available which are designed for 

small bites appreciation). 
 

Pilgrim at Tinker Creek by Annie 

Dillard (Reverent introspections 

from the study of this interesting 

ecosystem).  
 
The Heart of Christianity: 

Rediscovering a Life of Faith by 

Marcus Borg (A transformational 

approach to Christian theology).  
 
The Spiral Staircase: My Climb Out 

of Darkness by Karen Armstrong 

(Memoir:  A former nun educated 

at Oxford University and best-

selling author on religion).  
 
The Last Week: What the Gospels 

Really Teach us About Jesusõ Final 

Days in Jerusalem by Marcus Borg 

(Historical/political perspectives of 

Holy Week). 
 
Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of 

Boundless Compassion by Gregory 

Boyle (Inspirational stories of 

compassion by the founder of 

Homeboy/Homegirl Industries). 
 

The History of Islam by Karen 

Armstrong (History of the 

beginnings of this major world 

religion; a bit slow reading). 
 
Prayer: Does it Make a Difference? 

By Philip Yancey (Approaching 

prayer as a partnership with God). 
 
Cheryl Connors 

Lay Leader 
 
Our Spring 

Fundraiser 

Updateé 

Paint our church with love! 
 
As of this week, we celebrate that 

our spring fundraiser, Paint our 

Church with Love, has received 

donations totaling $34,862. As is 

our custom, $10,000 of this will 

go towards our mission through 

the general budget. The remaining 

$24,862 has been allocated 

directly to the painting of the 

exterior of the Sanctuary, which is 

our most critical need (we are just 

$2,000 shy of the amount needed 

to complete this). We are thankful 

for your generosity and confident 

funds will be on hand when the 

painting begins the 2nd week of 

August.  
  
Our original goal included painting 

the exterior of the Ocean View 

Room and Chapel for $5,000. If 

we receive enough funds over the 

summer, we will proceed with this 

work as well. In other words, any 

subsequent contributions to this 

project will be joyfully accepted. 

 

 



 

Loaves 

and  

Fishes 

The Outreach Committee would 

like to express our heartfelt thanks 

to the congregation for their 

generous outpouring of food 

donations and help that made our 

Loaves and Fishes event an 

outstanding success. We fed 

approximately 130 homeless and 

low income individuals and 

provided toiletries, toothbrushes 

and bag lunches.  
 
Peggy Roberts provided beautiful 

piano music for our dinersõ 

enjoyment. Along with our 

wonderful, hard working church 

member volunteers, our church-

sponsored Boy Scout troop #586 

helped set up, serve and clean up. 

We also received volunteer help 

from the Los Hermanos Naranja 

2014 youth group which consists 

of students from Peninsula High 

School, Palos Verdes High School 

and Loyola High School.  
 
Our next Loaves and Fishes event 

will be on Saturday, July 31st. Keep 

bringing in those small sized 

toiletry items and the much 

requested toothbrushes and 

socks. You can leave your 

donations in the church office. 
 
Our heartfelt thanks for your 

continued support of this valuable 

community outreach program.       
If you need further information, 

please call Donna Darling, the 

Outreach Committee at                

(310) 378-0886 . 

 
John Flick shares his special talent   

at Loaves and Fishes     
 
DOGS Dinner 

Gathering  

June 27th   at 6 pm 

George and Rosemary 

Zettler are hosting the DOGs 

(Dining Out Group) in June and 

weõd like to invite everyone to join 

us at the Riviera Mexican Grill, 

right here in the village (1615 S. 

PCH) on Sunday, June 27th at        

6 pm. It's our very favorite Mexican 

eatery. We love the informality, the 

families with children, the colorful 

clutter that decorates the walls, 

the quality of the foodéand the 

prices. Weõll be dining on the patio 

and ordering off the menu. There 

are heaters, but bring a sweater 

just in case. Call us at 310-378-

4598 to make a reservation. Many 

thanks and see you there! 
 
The Riviera Croppers Offer a     

New  Summer Schedule! 

Starting this summer, in addition 

to our Wednesday nights, we are 

crafting one Friday or Saturday 

each month. There is no cost to 

attend and no need to RSVP.  
 
Riviera Croppers will continue to 

meet Wednesdays, starting 6/9 at 



7pm in Fellowship Hall (our usual 

spot!).  
 
On Saturday July 24th, join our all-

day Celebrate Summer Crop. The 

Riviera Croppers are hosting a fun-

filled day of scrapbooking, make 

and take projects, a garage sale 

swap and an ice cream social. 
 
If Friday night works for you we 

invite painters, quilters, knitters 

and scrapbookers--all Riviera 

artists and crafters are 

encouraged to attend! 
  
Crop & Craft Summer Dates: 

Wed. Crop Nights, 7 pm ð 10 pm: 

6/23, 7/14, 7/28, 8/11, 8/25, 

9/8, and 9/22  
 
Friday Craft Nights, 7pm-midnight: 

8/13 and 9/3  
 
Sat. All-Day Event, 9am-10pm: 

July 24 
 
Sat. All-Day Event, 9am-10pm:  

October 2  
 
To reserve a seat, RSVP to Eva at 

310-378-9273 or email Cindy 

Welchko at cwelchko@need.org. 
 
The Odd Couples 

Carol Vaughn and Helen Dyer  

invite you to join us on Saturday 

July 10 th at 6:00 pm at El Retiro 

Park for our Annual Odd Couples 

Picnic in the Park. Please contact 

Carol, 310-378-2928 or Helen,  

310-377-7579. 
 
 

Note: The Saturday Sisters will not 

meet the month of July. 

 
 

The Next Shawl Ministry 

The next gatherings of 

knitters and crocheterõs 

will be on July 18th at 7pm 

in the Ocean View Room. We 

welcome new members! Please let 

us know if there is a loved one in 

need of a shawl, lap robe, afghan 

or baby blanket. Contact Julie Carr 

310-374-8309 or Gail Robinson 

424-247-3581 

 

 
RUMC members and friends at  

the annual UMW High Tea 

 

 
Entertainers, Cheryl Zabel and Debbie 

Stadler perform at the UMW High Tea 
 
Riviera Feeds the Kids at 

Toberman - and more! 

Once again we have the joy of 

helping feed the kids at Toberman 

Neighborhood Center. Every 

weekday, the 150 kids who 

participate in Toberman's summer 

program are provided a sack 
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