
  

 
 

 
 

Sunday Worship at 10 am 
 

Office Hours: 

 9:15 am ð 5 pm 

Monday - Thursday 

Friday closed 
 
 
 

A month of Love and 

Appreciation 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2010 Youth Winter Retreat, 

Wrightwood 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Odd Couplesõ Monthly Potluck 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Childrenõs Choir accompanied by 

members of Youth Ensemble  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RUMC Beach Clean-Up 

Torrance Beach 
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According to the United Methodist 

Book of Discipline, the heart of 

Christian ministry is Christ's 

ministry of outreaching love. This 

is a wonderful description of our 

call to mission. The church exists 

to be in and for the world as Christ 

is in and for the world.  

 

This Lenten season, as we follow 

the story of Christõs outreaching 

love in Scripture, we will seek to 

learn from Jesus how to live a 

whole healthy life, in and for the 

world. Beginning February 21st, 

and each Sunday through Easter, 

we will take up a particular facet of 

Christ's character: faith, service, 

prayer, compassion, truth, 

forgiveness, humility, and risen 

life.   

 

In preparation for this journey to 

the cross and glory of Easter, I 

would commend you to the fun 

and fellowship of our Mardi Gras 

Pancake Supper at Riviera on 

Tuesday, February 23rd at 5:30 

p.m., and the community Ash 

Wednesday service the following 

evening at Faith UMC of Torrance 

at 7:30 p.m.  This Ash Wednesday 

service features the combined 

choir of the participating 

congregations and never fails to  

be a deeply moving worship 

experience.  Iõve never been to a 

Mardi Gras Pancake supper, but I 

hear it will be festive and filling! 
  
I recently read Kennon Callahanõs 

new edition of Twelve Keys to an 

Effective Church: Strong, Healthy 

Congregations Living in the Grace 

of God.  One section caught my 

eye as a particularly helpful guide 

to how we forward Christõs ministry 

as Christian community. The 

purpose of the congregation, 

Callahan writes, is to involve 

people in: 
  
¶ Living a whole, healthy life in 

the grace of God 

¶ Godõs mission in the world 

¶ Shepherding that is 

compassionate and restoring 

¶ Stirring, helpful worship 

¶ A group where they find home 

(roots, place, belonging) 
  
If our call is to participate in Godõs 

ministry of outreaching love, we 

are to do so by involving people of 

all ages through these classic 

categories of the Christian life in 

community.   This is the theme of 

this issue of the Beacon, and I 

invite you to look over its pages for 

an opportunity for you to become 

involved through your prayers, 

presence, gifts and service.   
 
-- Pastor Mark 

 

 
 



WORSHIP and MUSIC 
 

THE CHANCEL BELL CHOIR has 

begun rehearsals after worship in 

Fellowship Hall for performances 

on March 7th and April 4th. If 

interested, please contact Dawn 

Brooks. 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE  
 
Our community Ash Wednesday 

service will be held at Faith United 

Methodist Church of Torrance at 

7:30 pm, Wednesday Feb 17th.  A 

reception will follow. (2115 West 

182nd Street; 310) 217-7000) 
 
PROJECTION SYSTEM PROJECT 

The long awaited installation of a 

projector and retractable screen 

on the Sanctuary ceiling will take 

place the week of Feb. 22nd.  

Repositioning of some Chancel 

and Sanctuary lighting and 

replacement of burned out light 

bulbs will also be done at this 

time. The work is expected to take 

6 days. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

GUEST SPEAKER 

On Feb. 28th, we 

are privileged to 

have as our guest 

preacher Ray 

Buckley. Ray will be 

the Keynote 

Speaker of the California-Pacific 

Conferenceõs Lay Speaker Ministry 

event, Adventures In Storytelling,ó  

at RUMC on Feb. 27th.  He is the 

Interim Director of the Center for 

Native American Spirituality and 

Christian Study, a think-tank for 

Native scholars and spiritual 

leaders. 

2009 WAS A VERY GOOD YEAR 

We are happy to report that we 

finished the year with a positive 

cash flow over the last three 

months. Our December report 

shows our income this year 

exceeded our expenses by 

$6,278. We are thrilled that all of 

our programs met their goals. 
  
Our 2010 budget was adopted at 

the last Church Council meeting.  

We have a 5% increase over what 

was spent in 2009. Two 

fundraisers will be held: a Spring 

campaign will kick off in April; and 

our annual auction is scheduled in 

October. 
  
Your continued generosity will 

support our enthusiastic staff and 

enhance our church programs, our 

mission and outreach. Thank you 

for your part in making our Church 

an inviting place to share our faith. 
 
The Finance Committee 

 

  
RUMC'S AED  

(AUTOMATIC EXTERNAL 

DEFIBRILLATOR) 

Is located in the front office 

(off the patio) on the left wall. 

Please take a moment to locate it. 
 

In case of a medical emergency in 
church, AED can be retrieved for 
the person(s) helping the victim. 

Several members have been 
trained to use the device, as well 
as CPR. The system is easy, and 

άŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎέΦ 
 

RUMC HEALTH MINISTRY 



THE POWER OF 

MUSIC  
 
When I first began 

my job as Director of  

Music at Riviera, I 

was bombarded with people giving 

passionate opinions about their 

favorite musical moments and 

suggestions for the new era of 

musical leadership. What I learned 

very quickly was that music 

matters to the congregation of 

Riviera. My goal has been to 

preserve much of what has been 

beloved by the long-term members 

and build new programs that will 

attract music-lovers from the 

surrounding community. 
 
The Chancel Choir is comprised of 

wonderful people who give several 

hours every week to enhance the 

worship service. We have also 

experienced the emergence of 

newfound solo talent at our 

Broadway concerts and in our 

summer services. The choir and 

congregation are enjoying the 

contrasting choral styles, from the 

spiritual arrangements for this 

Black History Month to the 

performance of a Bach Cantata at 

our Baroque Festival at the end of 

this month. The Chancel Bell Choir 

has welcomed ten new ringers in 

the past two years. Their 

wonderful performances this year 

at Christmas time will only be 

surpassed by their offerings for 

Lent and Easter, including several 

combined pieces with choir and 

organ. 
 

The music program at Riviera 

would not be what it is without the 

extraordinary talent and ability of 

our staff accompanist and 

resident composer Cory Johnson, 

who puts endless hours of 

preparation into each service and 

special concerts. It is a rarity to 

find a musician that can satisfy 

the eclectic tastes of our 

wonderful church--from the 

arrangement of a blues song to an 

impressive postlude that 

showcases the majesty of our 

newly renovated pipe organ. The 

inclusion of the youth ensemble in 

our program has extended the 

development of the arts to a new 

generation. Each piece written by 

Cory highlights the quickly 

advancing ability of our musical 

youth. 
 
My challenge to the congregation 

is to keep it up! Your appreciation 

of the music inspires us to explore 

and develop new musical styles, 

produce high quality events, 

expand our presence in the 

community with the concert series, 

and feature the power of music 

every week in our Sunday services. 
 

Dawn Brooks, Director of Music 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE 2 nd SECOND ANNUAL  

REDONDO BEACH BAROQUE FESTIVAL 

Friday, February 19th at 7:30pm 

17 th Century Chamber Music 

Susan Feldman, baroque violin 

Leif Woodward, baroque cello 

Ian Pritchard, harpsichord and organ 

 

Saturday, February 20th at 2pm 

Lynnette Ball McGee 

organist 

 
Special seating available in the choir loft behind 

the organ for donations of $50 or more to the 

RUMC Fine Arts Fund. 

 

Saturday, February 20th at 7:30pm 

Cantatas 202 and 147 by J.S. Bach 

Dr. Dawn Brooks, conductor 

Suzanne Anderson and Sarah Parga, sopranos 

Dr. Cheryl Anne Roach, alto 

Gerald Craft, tenor                                 

Daniel Wilson, bass 

The Riviera United Methodist Chancel Choir 

and Baroque Orchestra 

 
Free Will Donation at the door for all concerts. 

Riviera United Methodist Church 

375 Palos Verdes Blvd. 

Redondo Beach, CA 90277 

Call (310) 378-9273 for more information 

 

A two-day event celebrating 

 the composers, instruments, and music 

of the Baroque era 

 

The Riviera United Methodist 

2009-2010 Concert Series 

presents 



SERVICE and COMMUNITY  
 

I am honored and 

excited to serve 

another year as Lay 

Leader at Riviera 

UMC. One of my main 

goals is to develop 

and empower lay 

leadership and participation. We 

each have unique gifts; letõs 

discover together what we are 

good at, how those skills fit into 

the ministries of RUMC and then 

use them to be representatives of 

Christ in the world.  
 
Everyone in the church is called to 

ministry: some are called to 

service within the ministries of 

worship, teaching and fellowship; 

some are called to serve within the 

larger community, and others to 

provide administration and 

management of ministry teams.  

I recognize that your time is 

precious and best spent doing 

what you are good at and what you 

are called to do. Not all of us are 

meant to sit in committee 

meetings. My hope is that soon 

your ideas for ministry can be 

easily brought to fruition.  
 
To that end, we are working to 

create efficiency within our 

ministry teams by combining or 

eliminating redundancies and 

unnecessary meetings. With input 

from the ministry teams, Church 

Council will define the focus and 

direction of our current and future 

ministries. A set of criteria will be 

determined to keep us on track. 

With that, new ministries that 

meet the criteria can be 

implemented quickly. Busy people 

will have many short-term 

opportunities for service. 

The new Lay Leadership Team, 

chaired by Pastor Mark, will be 

working specifically to help each of 

us to discover our gifts through 

spiritual development, workshops 

and finding new ways to 

participate in the life of this 

congregation. 
 
An eye-opening and succinct 

resource explaining many of these 

ideas is Transforming 

Congregations by Anthony B. 

Robinson. I highly recommend this 

book. 
 
I look forward to each of you 

finding your own special role at 

RUMC.  
 
Cheryl Connors, Lay Leader 
 

TOBERMAN OUTREACH 

OPPORTUNITY Anyone know how 

to use a paper cutter or draw a 

line with a felt pen? As part of 

Rivieraõs Outreach, youõll have the 

opportunity to use either of the 

above and more at our first 

òSupport the Toberman Craft 

Crewó work-party after church on 

February 21st. Those of us who 

help the Toberman Kids with crafts 

every Friday afternoon need extra 

hands as we begin preparations 

for the crafts being created for the 

upcoming òMagicó Johnson 

Toberman Gala on April 11th. How 

about helping to punch out 300 



1½-inch paper basketballs? You 

get the idea. The work parties will 

only last about 45 minutes and 

then youõll be free to head off for 

lunch. Please think about joining 

us.  --Many thanks in advance, 

The Craft Crew (Rosemary Zettler, 

Maxine Peak, Phyllis Snyder and 

Gail Robinson) 

 

 
Grand Opening or the Toberman     

          Family Source Center 
  
LOAVES AND FISHES THANKS 

YOU! The Outreach Committee 

would like to express our heartfelt 

thanks for your generous 

outpouring of food donations and 

help. In all, we fed approximately 

130 homeless and low income 

individuals, and provided toiletries 

and bag lunches. 
 
Peggy Roberts provided upbeat 

piano music for our dinersõ 

enjoyment. Along with our 

wonderful, hard working, church 

member volunteers and their 

children, RUMCõs Boy Scout Troop 

#586 pitched in. And we also 

received help from Girl Scout 

Junior Troop #11856 out of 

Walteria Elementary School, 

whose leader is Naomi Mori-Keller. 

Our next Loaves and Fishes event 

will be on Saturday, May 29th.   

 And just a reminder to keep bringing 

in those small sized toiletry items 

(deodorant, shampoo, lotion, 

toothpaste, soap). Two other greatly 

requested items are toothbrushes 

and socks. You can leave your toiletry 

and sock donations in the church 

office!  
 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUTREACH  

Watch for our new, improved 

Outreach Donation area in the 

church narthex.  For the time 

being, you can place your 

donations in the plastic Outreach 

crate in the narthex. 
 
Å His House Family Services is 

experiencing a great need for non-

perishable food items. His House 

distributes food to the needy, as 

well 4,000+ sack lunches each 

month.  In particular, the following 

would be greatly appreciated: 

-Peanut Butter and Jelly 

-Tuna 

-Mayonnaise 

-Brown lunch bags 

-Baggies/Ziploc bags 
 
They also need plastic and paper 

grocery bags for food distribution. 
 
Å Our church will provide a hot 

evening meal for the 130 children 

at Toberman Neighborhood Center 

on February 22nd.  We will need 

help providing and serving the 

meal, so please sign up at the 

patio table after church.  We also 

need contributions for the meal.  

You can help by donating the 

following: 

- pasta (penne) 

- 6 packs of fruit cocktail 

- bottle of apple juice 



- package of Chips Ahoy cookies 

- $5 to offset the cost of meatballs 

and sauce 
 
Donations can be brought to 

church the next two Sundays   

(Feb 14 & 21). 
 
The Outreach Team is planning 

meaningful opportunities for 

mission in our community.  If you 

would like to get more involved, 

please contact the church office or 

Andrea Perez at (310) 378-2744 

or becker360@aol.com.    
 
ODD COUPLES will meet at 6 pm in 

Fellowship Hall on Saturday, 

February 13th.  We look forward to 

spending a pleasant Italian 

Evening with Ellen and Dick 

Newberry.  All are welcome.  

Please contact Ellen at (310) 375-

4018 to RSVP. 
 
THE DINING OUT GROUP (DOGS) is 

gathering for a Chinese Banquet at 

5 pm on Sunday Feb. 28th at 

Szechwan, 2107 PCH in Lomita.  

Enjoy a set menu at $22.50 per 

person (weõll collect at the door).  

For reservations, contact Nancy or 

Jim Power at 310-375-8822, or 

Nh1pow@verizon.net, by Friday, Feb. 

26 th. 
 
THE RUMC CHRISTIAN CROPPERS 

hosted an all-day chocolate 

themed scrapbooking/crafting 

event on Saturday Feb. 6th. In 

addition to traditional 

scrapbooking, crafters worked on 

paintings, mosaics, card-making 

and posters.  
 

Attendees enjoyed a variety of 

chocolate goodies, created make-

and-take projects, and earned 

chances to win hourly prize 

drawings with every page they 

completed. Highlights: 14 hours of 

crafting; 23 ladies and teens 

participating; 16 beautiful 

Valentine cards hand-made for 

home-bound RUMC members; 67 

scrapbook pages completed, 

andé 

 
The best chocolate dessert award 

goes to Briana Stone for her delicious 

chocolate-frosted, cream cheese 

chocolate brownies!   
 
Thanks to everyone who attended 

and helped make this a fun, 

successful day.  Scrapbook/craft 

night the 2nd and 4th Wednesday, 

please join us! 
 
MARDI GRAS PANCAKE SUPPER  

At RUMC we will celebrate 

the night before Lent with 

a festive intergenerational 

fellowship event. Mark 

your calendars for 

Tuesday, February 16th, from 5:30 

to 8 p.m. and join us in Fellowship 

Hall for pancakes and eggs, music 

and socializing. Come for the food, 

stay for the fun! Invite your friends! 

For information, contact Peggy 

Roberts, pjrob3@yahoo.com     

mailto:Nh1pow@verizon.net


SPIRIT AND HEALTH 
 
THE WOMENõS BIBLE STUDY is 

continuing its study of A Private 

House of Prayer by Leslie D. 

Weatherhead. Mondays from 12 

Noonð1:30 pm in the Ocean View 

Room; childcare is available.  

Cheryl Zabel at 310-379-1028 or 

Cheryl@cherylanneroach.com. 
 

 
UMW LENTEN STUDYñ

WITH DAY OR EVENING 

OPPORTUNITIES TO JOIN 

IN! The UMW LENTEN 

STUDY will offer morning or 

evening sessions on Tuesdays, 

Feb. 23rd and Mar 2nd. òFood & 

Faithó will be led by Mary Ross, 10 

am to Noon, in the Ocean View 

Room.  Sara Dickens, Long Beach 

District Peace with Justice 

Coordinator, will lead the 7 to 9 

pm sessions in the Library.  

Contact Mary at 310-544-4417 or 
mmgatross@aol.com.  

 
ROMANS BIBLE STUDY 

The study of Romans has three 

more meetings: Feb. 24th, Mar. 3rd 

and Mar. 10th.  Please note there 

will not be a meeting on Feb. 17th 

(Ash Wednesday).  

 

PARENTS OF TEENAGERS 

DISCUSSION GROUP 

As a follow-up to the successful 

parenting class held at RUMC last 

fall, we have launched a new 

discussion group to help parents 

weave their way through their 

childrenõs teenage years.  We 

meet on the 1st and 3rd Sunday 

evenings from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in 

the Chapel.  Led by Jackie Ferrell 

and Tricia Paulsen, the group has 

begun a study of the book, 

Uncommon Sense for Parents with 

Teenagers, by Michael Riera.  For 

more information, please contact 

Lynn Attig at lynnattig@verizon.net 

or 310-374-8309.  
 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS 

The Health Ministry team gives 

free blood pressure tests in the 

Library after Worship on the 

second Sunday of each month. 
 
CHILDREN and YOUTH 
 

CHILDRENõS CHOIR--On Feb. 28th, 

the Childrenõs Choir will perform 

during worship service. All children 

are welcome to participate; join 

Peggy Roberts on Sunday  

mornings at 10 am. 

 

RUMC SUNDAY SCHOOL 

QUESTION WALL 

A couple more questions 

are waiting to be 

answeredéplease stop by the 

Questions Wall or email your 

answers to 

janiehoneycutt5@yahoo.com.  This 

has been a joyful and educational 

experience for our children. We 

thank you for helping us answer all 

their fascinating questions and 

helping them along in their 

spiritual journey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Cheryl@cherylanneroach.com
mailto:mmgatross@aol.com
mailto:lynnattig@verizon.net
mailto:janiehoneycutt5@yahoo.com


SEE'S VALENTINE CANDY 

FUNDRAISER, FEB 14 

Delicious Seeõs candy 

will be available for 

purchase after Worship 

on Feb. 14th.  Please support our 

youth as they raise funds for their 

SSP mission trips this summer. 
 

  
2010 Youth Winter Retreat, Wrightwood 
  
TUTORING/HOMEWORK CLUB  

All Jr. and Sr. high 

youth who need help 

with homework or just 

want to have some 

extra study time can 

receive free tutoring in various 

subjects or just a quiet study hall 

at 5 pm on Sundays. A light dinner 

will be provided between the 

homework session and Youth 

Group.  Thank you to all who have 

offered to help with dinners and 

tutoring!  
 
Please note: due to the Youth Groupõs 

Valentineõs Day outing, there will be 

no evening tutoring or youth group on 

Feb. 14th. However, the Methodettes 

Dance Troupe will meet as scheduled 

at 5 pm in the Sanctuary. 

 

YOUTH GROUP STUDIES         

òWISE CHOICESó  

We will be exploring the topic of 

òWise Choicesó during the month 

of February.  All Jr. and Sr. High 

youth are invited to join us for 

games, refreshments, fellowship 

and study, from 6:15 to 8:15 pm 

in the Youth Lounge each Sunday. 

The Homework Club and 

Methodettes Dance Troupe meet 

at 5 p.m., followed by dinner and 

youth group.  
 
SAVE THE DATE FOR THE YOUTH 

OUTING to see Fiddler on the Roof 

at the Hermosa Beach Playhouse, 

Sunday, Feb. 14 th. Includes 

Valentineõs Lunch followed by 2 

p.m. matinee.  Carpools leave 

from the church after worship. 

RSVP to Lynn Attig at 

lynnattig@verizon.net.  
 
ALL-CHURCH FAMILY CAMP IS 

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS-- 

Family Ministries is looking for 

volunteers to help plan a beautiful 

weekend in nature and organize 

fundraisers for our annual All-

Church Family Camp scheduled for 

April 30-May 2 at Lazy W 

Methodist Camp.  If you are 

interested in being part of a 

volunteer team, please contact 

Carrie Seydel at seydel@nasw.org. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2010 Youth Group Winter Retreat,  
Dinner at In ônô Out Burger 

 

mailto:seydel@nasw.org


PRESCHOOL NEWS 
 
The rainy days have given 

us the opportunity to 

explore all kinds of indoor 

activities - our 

imaginations have been working 

overtime!  Fortunately, we also 

had a field trip that week so that 

gave us an opportunity to "get 

out!"  We visited the California 

Pizza Kitchen - ASAP just down the 

street and had a wonderful time 

learning about pizza - of course, 

eating pizza at 10:00 in the 

morning was pretty exciting, too!  It 

was also delicious!  The staff was 

so welcoming and friendly - it was 

truly an enjoyable 

experience for everyone.  

We'll continue to use our 

imaginations as we 

embark on pretend 

"Space Missions" and explore the 

solar system and beyond through 

art, literature, music and lots of 

creative play.  Following that, we'll 

be getting ready for Valentine's 

Day - that's always a special 

celebration! 
  
If you or someone you know is 

interested in our parent 

participation preschool, you can 

access our web site at 

http://www.CCPPNS.org/rump for 

more information or leave a 

message on the preschool phone 

line at the church.   

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 
   1 George Roberts 

   4 Donna Alexander 

   5 Leora Welch 

   7 Anne Kusch 

     Harriette Sosbee 

   9 Will Telford 

 10 Nancy Peak 

11 Stewart Spengler 

12 Donna Howland 

14 Chris Barela 

 Joan Beck 

Betty Calame 

Ken King 

Gail Robinson 

15 Michelle Gainer 

 Harold Self 

16 Cheryl Tchir 

17 Joyce Mar 

18 Debbie Sannes 

 19 Rob Lietzow 

 21 Steve Hara 

 22  John Flick 

 24 John Geibel 

 Christopher Barela 

 Constance Rupert 

 27 Jim Olds 

 Rosemary Smith 

 Denise Weaver 

 29 Wendy Ulizio 
 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 
3  Ewald & Alice Lacher 

4 Chuck & Louise Van Cleve 

6 Wing & Joyce Mar 

    George & Jeanne Sterling 

15  Jeff & Stephanie Wells 

Rob & Sheri Lietzow    

19   Bill & Doris Forrest 

29   Ken & Deborah White-Barela 
 

 
 


