
  

 
 

 
 

Sunday Worship at 10 am 
 

Office Hours: 

 9:15 am ð 5 pm 

Monday - Thursday 

Friday closed 
 
 

A Busy and Blessed 

Holiday Season  
 

  
Advent Festival  / Childrenõs Pageant 

 

  
 

  
UMW Christmas Tea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
All-Music Sunday 

 

 
 

The Chancel Bell Choir 
 

 
Youth Group Ice Skating Bunch at 

Seaside Lagoon 
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PASTORõS MESSAGE 
 

Happy New Year!  By all measures, 

2010 was a wonderful year at 

Riviera.  Our ministry has grown in 

attendance, enthusiasm, and in 

the number of people helped in 

mission.    
 
On behalf of the whole staff I want 

to thank you for your generosity 

throughout the year and at the 

close of 2009.   The staff 

Christmas gift was an unexpected 

blessing.  Thank you.    
 
Our plans in 2010 are to continue 

doing what worked so well in 

2009.   Your generosity has made 

it possible for me to invite Janie 

Honeycutt, Director of Childrenõs 

Ministries, to expand her hours 

from 12 hours to 20 a week.   

Janie coordinates the work of our 

Nursery Supervisor, Pat Stone, and 

Director of Childrenõs Music, Peggy 

Roberts, as well as the many 

volunteers who participate in 

Sunday School, Vacation Bible 

School, and the Advent Festival.  
 
Janie joins Lynn Attig, Director of 

Youth Ministries, as they lead us in 

mission with South-Bay families.  

At Riviera we understand our  

 

ministry with children and our 

ministry with youth to be a ministry 

with the whole family.  Expanding 

Janieõs hours will allow us to take 

this approach with the Childrenõs 

ministry, as we have with the 

Youth ministry in 2009.   I look 

forward to this partnership. 
 
Not a Sunday goes by without one 

of you sharing with me a word of 

gratitude for our dynamic music 

program led by Dr. Dawn Brooks 

and Cory Johnson.  Riviera is 

known as a community of faith 

that celebrates Godõs gift of Music 

and the Arts.  In 2010 we look to 

deepen this ministry by hiring a 

section leader in the choir.  

Professional voice positions are 

held in many congregations.   

Besides giving a boost to our 

already excellent choir, Dr. Brooks 

and I also hope that a college age 

or graduate school musician will 

provide an important role model 

for the growing number of younger 

musicians we have at Riviera.    
 
At Riviera we are in mission to the 

community as we take part in 

Christõs ministry of outreaching 

love.   As part of your new yearõs 

resolution, I invite you to look over 

these pages for a Riviera ministry 

to offer your prayers, presence, 

gift, or service.   What an exciting 

year it will be. 
 
 

Pastor Mark 

 
 



WORSHIP and MUSIC 
 

A SPECIAL WORD OF THANKSé 
 
Dear Riviera Family, 
 
Thanks to everyone for the 

prayers, cards and encouraging 

notes for recovery from my recent 

surgery.  Your concern was 

appreciated very much! 
 
In gratitude, 

Rev. Orlie White 

 

RIVIERA YOUTH MUSIC 

ENSEMBLEõS regular practice 

schedule will resume on January 

17 th, at 11:15 am in the Chapel. 

 

RIVIERA CONCERT SERIES 

CONTINUES IN JANUARY 

Experience an afternoon concert 

by the 30 members of The L. A. 

Recorder Orchestra, under the 

direction of Tom Axworthy. Enjoy 

Renaissance, Baroque and new 

music on Sat., Jan., 23rd,  at 2 pm. 

 
CELEBRATING THE RIVIERA  

YOUTH PROGRAM 

Many of Rivieraõs young adults 

have been reconnecting using 

Facebook.  They have been 

sharing memories of their youth 

group and catching up on where 

they are now and what is 

happening in their lives.  The 

Riviera UMC Youth Group Alumni 

on Facebook already has 43 

members and welcomes others to 

join the group!   
 
The picture below shows young 

adults now in their mid thirties 

who learned of Jerry Tchirõs 

memorial service largely through 

contacts developed on Facebook.  

Their in-person support for Cheryl, 

Jonathan and Sasha displays the 

deep friendships developed at 

Riviera and reminds us of the love 

and caring created among our 

youth as they participate in 

activities together.   
 
So a salute to all the staff, 

parents, and volunteers who 

through the years have made a 

difference in the lives of numerous 

Riviera youth.  

 
Pictured from top left to right:  

Bob Steele, Spencer Mercer, Wendy 

Steele Pendergraft, Christine Urevig, 

Sasha Tchir, Gina Mercer, Brandon 

Pendergraft, Randy Roberts, Jonathan 

Tchir, Richard Ewell and Andy Meyers 



SERVICE and COMMUNITY  
 

ADOPT-A-BEACH  

Our winter beach clean-

up will be Saturday, 

January 16th from 9 

am to 12 noon at Torrance Beach.  

Donuts and coffee will be served.  

All helpers will receive a free 

Ocean T-shirt. This is an 

intergenerational event, so come 

and enjoy this service project held 

in our own backyard (what a 

beautiful ocean playground!) in the 

company of other Rivierans and 

friends.  

 

SATURDAY SISTERS will meet at 

the home of Alice Hoyt on Jan. 16 

at 10 am.  All are welcome.  

Please note the change of date! 

 

WHERE YOUR HOLIDAY 

DONATIONS WENT 

Shared by the Outreach 

Committee 

In the spirit of Christmas, our  

Biblical call to minister to òthe 

least of theseó by donating funds 

to the following organizations: 
 
Toberman Neighborhood Center in 

San Pedro received gift cards to give 

out to teens during their Christmas 

òToys for Tobermanó drive. Toberman 

provides invaluable services to the 

surrounding community ð programs in 

drug prevention, gang prevention, 

summer camping, after-school 

program/tutoring, Senior Club, thrift 

shop, neighborhood and economic 

development, parenting effectiveness, 

comprehensive emergency 

assistance, and more. 

His House (Salvation Army) in 

Torrance provides social service 

programs that address the needs of 

the community they serve. Programs 

include a food pantry, rental and 

utility assistance, as well as case-

management support for families in 

distress. They also provide meals for 

low-income seniors and school 

supplies and clothes for children from 

low- income families through their 

Operation Backpack program. 

Casa de los Angelitos in Wilmington is 

a Christian non-denominational home 

for crisis pregnancies and homeless 

moms and young infants. Casa de los 

Angelitos provides a safe, secure 

residence for pregnant women age 18 

and over; a program of acquiring the 

knowledge and skills necessary for 

parenting and independent living and 

an atmosphere of Christian love 

where residents can grow in dignity, 

love, and concern for one another. 

Harbor View House in San Pedro is a 

residential home for adults suffering 

mental illness. Their mission is to 

provide programs and services that 

promote physical, social, and 

psychological health of individuals, so 

they may achieve their highest level of 

functioning in their home-setting, and 

may improve their well-being and 

quality of life while decreasing 

hospitalization, institutionalization, 

and the stigma of their illness. 

Cal Pac Summer Camp received 

funding for an Angel Sponsorship for 

one child to attend one week of 

summer camp. There are many 

children and youth whose families 

cannot afford this expense and this 

sponsorship will allow them to 

experience a life-changing week at 

summer camp. 
 



MAKING IT EASY TO MAKE 

A DIFFERENCE ð  

JOIN RIVIERAõS 

OUTREACH TEAM 
 
Are you interested in community 

service but donõt necessarily want 

to make a long-term commitment?  

Then the Outreach Team may be a 

perfect fit for you.   
 
The members of Riviera have 

many gifts to share with our 

community. Coupled with our deep 

compassion, itõs just of matter of 

finding the time and place for 

sharing those gifts. 
 
We would like to compile a list of 

interested parties and the areas of 

service that are most of interest to 

them.  When a service opportunity 

arises, an email request for 

volunteers will go out and you will 

have the chance to accept or 

decline for that particular activity.  

Itõs that easy!  No obligations, just 

the prospect of helping those in 

need.  Areas of interest include: 

¶ Loaves and Fishes meals 

(quarterly) 

¶ Tutoring or craft activities at 

Toberman Neighborhood Center 

(as needed) 

¶ Coordinating a hot evening meal 

once a month for the children at 

Toberman 

¶ Collecting canned goods for 

distribution at His House (as 

needed) 

¶ Spearheading Rivieraõs collection 

of school supplies for Operation 

Backpack (late summer) 

¶ Thanksgiving food drive 

¶ Communion canned food 

collection (1st Sunday each 

month) 

¶ Collection of donations for our 

Missionary at Christmastime 
 
We will be looking at new ways to 

reach out and will be open to any 

ideas from the congregation. 
 
Please contact me if you are 

interested in being a member.  

You will not be obligated to attend 

meetings, though you are welcome 

to do so to participate in planning.  

The team meets the 1st Tuesday of 

each month, starting on Feb. 2nd at 

7pm in the church library.   
 
Iõm really excited to get started and 

hope to have an enthusiastic group 

join me in this endeavor. 

Andrea Perez, Outreach Team 

Chairman, (310)378-2744, 

becker360@aol.com 
 
LOAVES & FISHES MEAL- 

JANUARY 30TH 

Sign up after Worship to help the 

hungry and homeless/low-

income.  Hotel-sized toiletries 

needed, too!  In October we served 

125 people.  The Outreach 

Committee sends its heartfelt 

thanks for your continued support 

of this very important community 

program.  For more information, 

please call Donna Darling at 

(310) 378-0886. 
 
RIVIERAõS CHRISTIAN CROPPERS 

starts back this 

month. Please note 

the new time and days 

below. --Fellowship 

Hall, 7-10pm, on the 



second and fourth Wednesday 

each month: Plus, weõre having a 

special all-day òChocoholic Crop: 

event on Saturday, Feb. 6 from 9 

am, - 10 pm!  Contact Cindy 

Welchko at cwelchko@need.org. 
 
THE SHAWL MINISTRYôS next 

regular meeting will be Sunday, 

January 17th at 7 pm in the Ocean 

View Room.  Please contact Mary 

Ross 310-544-4417 or Gail 

Robinson 424-247-3581. 
 
RUMC BOOK CLUB 

The next RUMC Book Club meeting 

will be Monday, February 8th at 7 

pm at Jerry Smithõs house.  We will 

be reading The Boy Who 

Harnessed the Wind:  Creating 

Currents of Electricity and Hope, 

by William Morrow (Kamkwamba).  
 
THE DINING OUT FELLOWSHIP 

GROUP will meet on Sunday, 

January 24th at 5 pm.  Please 

contact Jim or Julia Heard for more 

information: jheard2203@aol.com 

or 310-540-0346. 
 
The next regular meeting of 

CHRISTIAN PARENTING will be 

Sunday, January 24th at 9 am in 

the Chapel. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO UPDATE 

RUMC OUTDOOR SIGN  

Volunteers are needed to help with 

changing the message on the 

large sign outside our Office.  

Changes are typically made twice 

a month.  We appreciate your 

stepping up.  Please contact Annie 

Gomm: afgomm@verizon.net, or 

310-308-9805. 
 

SHROVE TUESDAY 

AT RUMC FEBRUARY 16 

It's known around the world by 

different names--Carnival, Mardi 

Gras, Fat Tuesday, Shrove 

Tuesday and more.  At RUMC we 

will celebrate the night before Lent 

with a festive intergenerational 

fellowship event.  Mark your 

calendars for Tuesday, February 

16 from 5-8 p.m. and join us in 

Fellowship Hall for pancakes and 

eggs, fun and games, music and 

socializing. All ages 

welcome...invite your friends!  For 

information, contact Peggy 

Roberts, pjrob3@yahoo.com 

 

SPIRIT AND HEALTH 
 
The Womenõs Bible Study is ready 

to start the new year with a new 

study!  The book is A Private 

House of Prayer by Leslie D. 

Weatherhead. The book is out of 

print, but a few copies are 

available on the internet, or 

perhaps other sources.  We will 

not meet next week, on the 18th 

because of the holiday, but will 

resume on Jan. 25th.  Please feel 

free to join our inter-generational, 

open fellowship of sisters.  The 

group meets on Mondays from 12 

ð 1:30 in the Ocean View Room; 

childcare is available.  Contact 

Cheryl Zabel at 310-379-1028 or 

Cheryl@cherylanneroach.com with 

any questions. 

SHORT-TERM BIBLE 

STUDY:  ROMANS 

A study of Romans will 

take place for 6 more 

mailto:cwelchko@need.org
mailto:Cheryl@cherylanneroach.com


Wednesdays at 7 pm, through 

February. Romans is regarded as 

the most important statement of 

Paul's understanding of the 

gospel. All are welcome; no 

previous Disciple study is required. 

Contact Carol Perry at 

cperryrb@aol.com to 

confirm/order the book. 

 

LENTEN STUDIESñSAVE THESE 

DATES:  TUESDAYS, FEB. 23RD 

AND MAR. 2ND, MORNINGS OR 

EVENINGS  

Our annual Lenten studies theme 

this year is òFood and Faith" and 

everyone is welcome. This spiritual 

growth study looks at how our faith 

is nurtured and enriched by food. 

We'll explore different Biblical 

references to food, fasting and our 

sacred sacrament, Holy 

Communion. Our leader will be 

Sara Dickens, UMW Nominations 

Chair and Executive Board 

member of the Long Beach District 

UMW. ðStudy Books on sale $7.85 

after church or see Mary Ross.  
 

CHILDREN and YOUTH 
 

RUMC SUNDAY SCHOOL 

QUESTION WALL 

Our childrenõs new project, 

A Question Wall, has been 

placed in the Narthex for 

church members to read 

and answer. It includes questions 

the children have asked in Sunday 

school and/or about church life.  

Answer sheets and pens will be 

provided next to the Question 

Wall.  We look forward to everyone 

participating by answering at least 

one question from the Question 

Wall. May we all continue in our 

mission to help our children 

develop their faith. 

BOY SCOUT SUNDAY FEBRUARY 7 

All Boy Scouts who would like to 

participate in Boy Scout Sunday on 

February 7 as 

greeters, readers, 

ushers, acolytes and 

musicians, please 

contact Lynn Attig at 

lynnattig@verizon.net.  Boy Scouts 

of America is celebrating its 100th 

Anniversary, and RUMC has an 

active, vibrant Troop! 
 

YOUTH GROUP RESUMES Our 

Sunday evening youth group 

meets weekly from 6:15 to 8:15 

pm in the youth lounge.  All Jr. and 

Sr. High youth are invited to join us 

for games, refreshments, 

fellowship and study. We are 

beginning the New Year exploring 

the topic of òHealthy Friendships,ó 

which will continue at our annual 

youth retreat in the mountains at 

the end of January. 
 
THE RUMC SUNDAY SCHOOL 

CHILDRENõS 2009 TREAT-OR-

TREAT DONATION FOR UNICEF  

We are very proud to announce 

that the RUMC children raised 

$33.37 , which is enough to 

provide immunizations to protect 

two children for life against the six 

leading child-killing diseases:  

measles, polio, diphtheria, 

whooping cough, tetanus, and 



tuberculosis. Great Job! ðDonna 

Howland (Violetõs mom) 

 

SEE'S VALENTINE CANDY 

FUNDRAISER, FEB 7 & 14 

will be available for purchase after 

Worship.  Please support our youth 

as they raise funds for their SSP 

mission trips this summer.  Thanks 

in advance for your continuing 

support through the Valentine's 

Day and Easter holidays. 
 
ALL-CHURCH FAMILY CAMP IS 

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS-- 

Family Ministries is looking for 

volunteers to help plan a beautiful 

weekend in nature and organize 

fundraisers for our annual All-

Church Family Camp scheduled for 

April 30-May 2 at Lazy W 

Methodist Camp.  If you are 

interested in being part of a 

volunteer team, please contact 

Lynn Attig at lynnattig@verizon.net 
 
NEW!  PARENTS OF TEENAGERS  

DISCUSSION GROUP 

We are launching a new 

discussion group to help parents 

weave their way through their 

childrenõs teenage years. 

 Beginning February 7, the group 

will meet on the 1st and 3rd Sunday 

evenings of every month from 

6:30 to 8 p.m. in the Chapel.  Led 

by Jackie Ferrell and Tricia 

Paulsen, the group will begin with 

the study of the book, Uncommon 

Sense for Parents of Teenagers, 

by Michael Riera.  Copies of the 

book will be available for purchase 

at the first meeting.  For more 

information or to RSVP, please 

contact Lynn Attig at 

lynnattig@verizon.net  

or 310-374-8309.  
 
RUMC All-Youth Camp  

Wrightwood Winter Weekend (Jan. 

29-31) We have more than 20 Jr 

and Sr High participants signed 

up! Weõll escape to a slightly 

more remote area (where itôs 

cold enough that we have the 
chance of snow) to appreciate 
the beauty of the mountains, 
make new bonds within the 
youth group, relax, play games, 
and continue on our spiritual 
faith journeys. Our theme this 
year will be ñHealthy Friendships. 
 
NEW!  YOUTH 

TUTORING/HOMEWORK CLUB  

We have launched a 

new study session on 

Sundays at 5 p.m. 

before youth group.  

All Jr. and Sr. high youth who need 

help with homework or just want 

to have some extra study time can 

come to Fellowship Hall before 

youth group to receive free 

tutoring in various subjects or just 

a quiet study hall.  A light dinner 

will be provided.  While we have 

several tutors, more adult 

volunteers are welcome, especially 

in the areas of language arts, 

history, chemistry, foreign 

language (French, Spanish) and 

advanced math (algebra, 

geometry, pre-calculus, 

trigonometry).  Contact Lynn Attig 

if you can help with tutoring or 

dinner/refreshments.   


