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AADVENTé WAl THENG FOR T
COMING OF CHRIST

Sunday Worship at 1Gam

Office Hours:
9:15amad 5 pm
Monday- Thursday
Friday closed

SSP SUNDAY, ACOLYTES & GREETEF3

Sunset 0Bl ue Ch
Prayer Service
Sunday, December 18
at 4:00 p.m.in the Chapel
. . UMW SOCIAL JUSTICE LUNCHEON
Christmas Eve Service Schedule

Thursday, December 2
4:00 p.m. Family Service
7:00 p.m. Candlelight Service




PASTORGGS MESS

Within these pages you will find
evidence of much excitement.
This is my second Holiday
Season with Rivierand | am
looking forward to itymaybe
even as much as our children.

We are in the liturgical season of
Advent, which is simply a fancy
way of sayng we are waiting for
the coming of Christ. Advent is
a Latin word that meanscoming.
In principal, Advenis a season
full of anticipation and joy.

Forsome, it is a diffcult season,
full of pressuresand memories
of Christmasholidaysthat will

not quite be the same again. If
that describes you, on Sunday
December 13" at 4:00pm we

will be holding a quiet Sunset
Prayer service in our chapel with
music bythe talented Cheryl
Zabel and classical guitar by Jon
Minei. Many of you will

r e me mb e mspiding pldying
from All Saint$§Sundayand Holy
Thursday services last year.

All of our services this season
will be inspiring. Take a special

note that we havemoved the
Christmas Eve service$o earlier
times this year. The family
nativity servce will be at 4:00om
and the candlelight Holy
Communion service will be at
7:00pm. | anticipate that these
earlier times will be welcomed
g& families with children, as well
se who found the
10:00pm service to be too late
in the evening. Both sewices
will be filled with gleious music.

As pastor of a community of
faith, I find the spirit ofAdvent to
be a challengingone to lead.

The image that is most helpful to
me is that of a growing dawn.
We will begin the season
solemnly and quietly. Eeh
Sunday will be progressively
more expectant and joyful. The
season is a rehearsal of the
reality that Christ comes not just
once, but repeatedlypringing
dawn into the night ofour

hearts. John Wesley found
spiritual renewal among the
Moravians. Hee is one of their
Advent prayers

Lord, for Tly coming us prepare;
May we, to meet Thee withut
fear, at all times ready be.

In faith and love preserve us
sound; O let us day and night be
found waiting with joy to
welcome thee.

--Pastor Mark



WORSH? and MUSIC in the choir room. This is a

wonderful opportunity to

ASPECIAWORDOFT HANK S é participate in enhancing worship
through music for those who are

Our Dear Church Family, not able to comnit to the yearly

Thank you for all your prayers, hugs, choir calendar. Contact Dawn

cards and words of love and care Brooksdawnbrooks@earthlink.net
honoring Jerryds pragmeiomgehaansal for more a c e
and light. Although it has been a information.

time of deep sadness and loss, your
love helped s know how profoundly
we are connected to this

CHANCEL AND BELL GHR S &
CHRISTMAS PAR#&lthe home of
Jackie Leisz on Fridaypecember

community. . .

_ 4t at 6 pm. Bring a dish to share
In gratitude, _ and a White Elephant giftFor
Cheryl, Jonathan and Sasha Tchir more information(310) 373-2729.
ALL MUSIC SUNDAY CHRISTMAS
DECEMBER® N POINSETTIAS TO
We will celebrate the tradition of DECORATE THE

decorating for Christmas during CHURCH he church will be
our December 6th service, themed  geeking $10 donations for red, off
on "Hanging of tle Greens,” with  \yhite, and pink poinsettias orNov
poetry, readings, and music from 59 andDec6 and 13. There will
the Chancel and Bgdworkfafy®i 9anFon Donad
miss this inspiring worship event.  satyrday Dec19 to decorate the
o ) sanctuary with these poinsettias.
This is also Communion Sunday.  The poinsettias may be picked up

You are invited to bring a canned  after the services on Christmas
good when you come forward to Eve.

receive Communion, to share your

graitude for Godds BM&RI\H@RA&QU&I& e

There are baskets for this MUSIC ENSEMBLE)

collection at the head of the aisle. ~ rehearses each Sunday in

Of course, this is not a the Chapel at 11:15 am, preparing
requirement to receive; all are for their next performance on

wel come to the L dPecgraberl3: lhyey age new to
: the group, or would like to give it a

. ~~§ SING WITH THE CHANCE try, please send Cory Johnson an
’ CHOIR FO_R CHRISTMAS! ¢ mail at cmjmusic@earthlink.net
_Everyone is welcome 1o gyenone in grades 6 through 12
join the choir for the 700 is welcome to join. This is a non
pm Christmas Eve service this audition group, accepting ALL

year. We will be rehe.arsing the instruments and voice parts.
music on Thursday nights at DO
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SUNSED BLOEBRI STMAS 6 SERVICEnd COMMUNITY

PRAYERERVICE

A special Christras Sevice will be
held for those experiencing
difficult times this season. Jm us
in the chapel on Suday,
December 13h at 4pm for a quiet
sunsetdB | u e
service.Music will be provided by
our talented Cheryl Zalel and
classical guitar by John Minei.

MESSAGEROM
OUR FINANCE

CARALEE SMITH

AUCTIONMD TALENT
SHOWA BIG SUCCESS

Thank you to everyone who
donated, helped and attended this
year's auction.We have a net of
$9,200. Five percent will be
donated to Toberman and five
percent to UMCORI especially
want to thank Peggy Roberts for
coordinating the talent show
LauraLynn Porterthandled the
dinner arrangements. Donna
Darling created the program and
the description sheets for the
auction items. Ourcreative crew of
Cheryl Connors, Linda Padilla,
Mary Ross and Cheryl Zabel made
all those biditems so attractive.
This is a fun event for the

whole family.Plan to participate in
2010.

Sincerely,
Caralee Smith, Finance Committee

COMMITTEE CHAIR,

The Odd Couplesvill meet at the
home of Maxine Peak on Sunday,
December 13h at 5:30 pm. Bring
awrapped gift $10 or under;no
table service needed.

Ch praysrt ma &hg nextMartha Circlewill meet

Dec. &h at 12 noon at the home
of Fern Yoshida.l t &Christmas
Salad Luncheon and all are

wel come. oMY éadolitd
Christmas Carols, and enjoy some
great fellowship. Call Ellen for
details. 310-375-4018.

&

3 THE UMW ANNUAL
Q¢ CHRISTMAS TEA
E *{ i -4 Wil be on Saturday,

December 5 at 2

pm in Fellowship Hall. We are
seekingvolunteers tobring food or
help set up or serve the tea. Wear
your festive best to enjg
Christmas treats, wonderful
fellowship and holiday
entertainment. Everyone is
invited! Please contact Sharon

Arey at 310374-7187 or
Sharon@arey.us

Please bring an unwrapped toy for
6Toys for

TWO OPBRTUNITIES FOR TOY
DONATIONS

One of our great traditions at
Riviera is the collectionod Toy s
f or T o beach Ghasimas.

We will again support this
wonderful cause in 2009. The
UMW invites you to and bring a toy
to the December % Annual

S

Tober ma


mailto:Sharon@arey.us

ChristmasTea. We will also collect
toys at the Advent Festival on
December 8h. These toys should
be new andunwrapped.

I n addition,
that The Neighborhooda UMC
urban faith community in
downtown Long Beach, is in need
of 25 toys for its fourth annuad Las
Posadas Celebration. We will
receive gift tags with gender and
age ranges, and these toys are
needed by December 13th. Look
for a table after Worship to select
a ogift tag.o
between $7.50 and $10,new and
wrapped. A separate collection
station will be set up in the
Narthex.

DINING OUT FELLOWBKBROUP
A new social group has formed for
empty nesters. We meet in the
evening at a restaurant on the #
Sunday of the month. Each month
different volunteers decide orthe
restaurant and coordinate with the
other members. Please contact
Caralee Smithuser62257@aol.com
or 310-377-4708.

CHRISTIAN CROPPERS

Next meetingWed,12/9.

Are your pictures piling up but you
never have fre time to create?
Join thisnew social crafting group,
every second and fourth Wed
6:30-9:30 pm, for fellowship and
to work onyour projects. Sorry, no
child care provided.For
information, email Cindy Welchko
at cwelchko@need.oror call 310-
257-1392.

we 0 V€

=-
= The next meeting of the
RIVIERA BOOK CLumI
be on Monday,
Decerrr1bercl4ethI ab?g at tvr\wleo r d
home of%ackle Ferréll:The
selection isThe Glass Castle, a
Memoir by Jeannette Walls, and is
available in paperback for about
$9 from the online book sellers.
Please RSVP to Jackie
at 310-374-8562 or

jacquelinez_f@verizon.net

THE RED BIPBON

ABPMING!
T I~|E’>Sgin|9in'g on Sﬁnday,rb%c%rrwt%r b e

6th, you will have the oppdunity
to add your contribution to the
Staff Christmas Bonus fund. This
is our special time to show our
appreciation and gratitude to our
Church Staff for all the wonderful
and spiritual Programs, Music, and
Events they have provided this
year . We knovwhow much work it
takes to bring everything together,
all the way from providing
childcare to keeping us all "in the
know" about upcoming events.

Look for the SPRC committee
members, who will be wearing
their red ribbonsDec.,6, 13, and
20.
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SPIRT ANDHEALTH

HELP SUPPORT OUR
MISSIONARY FUND

Many years ago a tradition was
started here at RUMC to help raise
the funds needed for the support
of our missionary, currently
located in Macedonia. Rather than
purchasing and mailing out
Christmas cardsto each other, the
congregation was asked to donate
the cost of the cards and postage
stamps to the missionary support
fund. In return, each donor placed
their name on the Giant Christmas
Card in the Narthex for all to view
and receive their Christmas
greetings from each other.

The tradition is continuing this
year and the Outreach Committee
asks you to consider participating
in this worthwhile program. Look
for the Christmas Card table after
Sunday worship services on
December 6, 13, and 20. Make a
contribution and you will be able to
place your name on the Giant
Christmas Card in the Narthex,
allowing you to give your
Christmas greetings to the entire
congregation.

The Womends
Studyis enjoying an
Advent studyWhile We
Wait Living the
Questionsof Adventby
Mary Lou Redding. Please feel
free to join us for this period only,
or to be a part of our inter
generational, open fellowship of

WHILE WE WAIT
T +

sisters. The group meets on
Mondays from 12 noond 1:30 pm
in the Ocean View Room.
Childcare is available.Contact
Cheryl Zabel at 31@379-1028 or
Cheryl@cherylanneroach.cowmith
any questions.

WORSHIP IN A SEASOR GERMS
With cold and flu season upon us,
it's a timely reminder that we can
find waysat church to make
personal contact without sharing
germs. Frequent hand washing
and avoiding touching your mouth,
nose or eyes are the most
effective ways to "pass the peace"
without passing an infection.
There will be hand sanitizex
available in theNarthex. However,
if you have any symptoms of a cold
or flu, please enjoy spending the
Sunday at home.

During cold and flu season, we will
be instituting a couple ofsmall
changes to Holy Communion. The
ushers will directthe assembly,

from the side aides to the rear

and through the lobby. Youmay

use the hand sanitizer there

before you come down the center
aisle to receive communion.We

will also be using a uniform size
communion wafer that wilbe

eBdiefld dfp into the cup. The

waf er wo eadljtasgoads t e
as Kingds Hawai i a!
the season, it is a convenient
compromise. See you in worship.


mailto:Cheryl@cherylanneroach.com

AADVENTeée@WAI TI |
THE COMING OF CHRISTo

DISCOVER ALL THE
WONDERFUL ACTIVITIES
DURING THIS ADVENT
SEASONAT RIVIERA
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

SEE FLYER INSERT




MESSAGE FROM OUR
CHI LDRENOGS MI
DIRECTOR

As our churchprepares for the
Advent Seasonit is hard to miss
the excitement and anticipation
felt by our Riviera children. The
children are energizd by the
anticipation of the special events
surrounding them at church, home
and school.

On a recent Sunday morning, | was
blessed to witness some of that
excitement firsthand.

As the children were dismissed to
Sunday schoall overheard, as
most members who satin the first
four rows did, an outburst of
genuine excitement from one of
the children: ovyd
Sunday school ! 6
skipped and hopped theimway out
of the sanctuary, | praised God for
his presencethat morning and for
these amazing children.

This experience reaffirmed for me
our commitment as a church
family to the future growth and
spiritual developmentof our
children. As | watch these children
grow spiritually
Word, | am constantly delighted by
how much theyknow about Jesus.

Itis a true gift to see these
children enthusiastic about
Sunday School, as well as to
participate in their Faith Journey.

With the fall season well
underway, our new Sunday school
program includes music and Bible
st udy SeasansofthedSpirid
Whith 8 alné leditoarpased
program. This program provides
many new learning opportunities
for our children as well as our
dedicated Sunday school
teachers. Rianne Albert, Lindsay
Berghouse, Carrie Seydel, Donna
Howland, ShirleyMoriwaki, Alixe
Morehouse, Sheila LaRue and
Dena Babb are a fantastic group
of women to work with, and they
are deeply committed to the
continued development of the
children through biblical lessons
and the future growth of our
Sunday school program.

Thechildren have been learning
new songs and musical
instruments as they prepare with

gy anthpqtlon ffogthe; fC

AJBC"”@'”H th'%”ha? ﬁ’aaeﬁné ﬁ
vViera I on

program i s titled
Shepherds, 6 and i
directed by Peggy Robest

I look forward to celebrating and
rejoicing with yo

gift to the world, the birth of His
son, Jesus Christ. May Peace and
Joy be with you this Christmas and
aWayd study Godés
Janie Honeycultt



YOUTHand CHILDREN trimming, and a light supper.

. Please contact Janie Honeycutt
KENDALLGS COATS (310) 560-7514 or

Thanks to avery special janiehoneycutt5@yahoo.corto
project undertaken by volunteer.

one of our youth, Kendall
Towne, more that 70 homeless YOUTH GARBYWHOLIDAY

and lowincome people received FUNDRAISER FOR SSP

warm coats to get them through Our Jr. and Sr. High youth are
the winter at the October 31 taking orders for holiday candy.

_ _ defray the cost of transportation
Kendall conceived of the project  for our SSP summer mission trips.
when she noticel that more and If you are planning to give the gift
more children had been comingto ot Se e § %, peahudlritde, a t
due to the receSSion. Kenda” other assorted Candles or glft
Spent Several WeekS dIStl‘IbutIng Cernﬁcates’ please Consider
flyers in her neighborhood and at  pyrchasing these items from our
church, asking people to donate  youth. For your convenience, they

their gentlyused coats for men, will deliver all candies to church on
women and ctildren. Sunday mornings prior to

In total, Kendall collected 75 coats December 14". Let our youth save
and set up a distribution area in you a trip to the

the choir room off of Fellowship YOUTH CAROLING
Hall. Kendall would like to thank AND PROGRESSIVE

everyone who supported this DINNER TO SPREAD

wonderful project with their CHEER

donations. In addition, the Shawl ~ RUMC Jr. and Sr. High
Ministries groupblessed and youth will spread Christmas cheer
donated many knitted shawls to our homebound members on
during the same event. Thank you sunday, December 13tiwhen

to these wonderful women who they participate in the traditional
are making a difference in the RUMC caroling and progressive
world! dinner. The evening begins at 4
ADVENT FESTIVAL:AB P H E R D B8 With Christmas caroling
TALE around town, followed by

The Advent Festival marks a very ~ @ppetizers, dinner and dessert at
special time of the year for our different homes, concluding at 8

church famiies as we prepare for ~ P-m. This is a joyful time for our
the Christmas season. Join us on Youth as they celebrate being in

Sunday December 8, from3to 6  Service to others. Please join in!
pm for free crafts, music, tree Adult chaperones also welcomelf



