
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
    

 
 

 

 

 

 

òA LIFE OF GRACE AND HOPEó 

 

Sunday Worship at 10 am 

 

Office Hours: 

 9:15 am ð 5 pm 

Monday - Thursday 

Friday closed 

 

SWEET SUMMER AND GODõS GRACE 
 
The lazy days of summer are 

drawing to a close as we reach 

mid-August.  Even among 

vacations and relaxed 

schedules, members of our 

church family remained busy 

sharing the good news of Godõs 

love -- The Sierra Service 

Project, our òAdopt A Beachó 

clean-up excursion, and our  

Vacation Bible School all had 

great participation! Look inside 

for more details and highlights 

from these and other church 

news. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR MARK IS 

RE-APPOINTED 

 

Pastor Mark Sturgess was 

officially re-appointed at Annual 

Conference to lead RUMC in the 

year ahead.  Below he is 

pictured with Deborah White-

Barela of the Staff Parish 

Relations Committee. 

 

 
 

WELCOME TO THE UPDATED BEACON! 
 
A new look to The Beacon is 

one more of our projects to help 

provide better communications 

to our church family. Please 

take a look inside! 
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PASTORõS MESSAGE 
 
Church life has many ways of 

telling time.  The worship year 

begins with Advent, the fiscal year 

in January, and our Conference 

Year begins in July.   All these 

require paperwork.   Perhaps, the 

transition I enjoy the most is the 

arrival of fall.   

 

Summer has been a great success 

and I would like to express my 

sincere gratitude for all who made 

this possible, from the Sierra 

Service Project and Vacation Bible 

School, to our Favorite Hymn 

Sunday.  Even after this, I look 

forward to the fall.  September 

invites a renewal of the energy we 

experience when our schedules 

realign for the school year.   I look 

forward to seeing you as we 

celebrate this return on Rally Day 

Sunday, September 13th. 

 

 As I look over the spring and 

summer I am inspired by how 

much we have accomplished in 

such a short time.   In this new 

program year, we will be 

continuing to deepen our focus on 

three congregational priorities:    

1) nurturing our worshipping 

community, 2) mission with those 

in need and with families, children 

and youth, 3) deepening spiritual 

growth and leadership.  We have 

also discerned that feeding the 

hungry and worshipping God 

through music and the arts are 

primary gifts that we share with 

the community. 

 
There is much work in progress at 

Riviera, so I invite you to read 

carefully over these pages and  

the announcement page in 

worship.   I have greatly enjoyed 

teaching a Bible Study class on 

Sunday mornings this summer.  

The Ocean View class will return in 

the fall, but I look forward to 

offering a short term Wednesday 

night study in October.   Before all 

the excitement begins, I am taking 

the opportunity for a bit of 

vacation (if my jury duty 

cooperates).   Again, thank you 

and well done!  See you on Rally 

Day. 

 

Mark F. Sturgess 
 
Senior Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

PRE-SCHOOL NEWS 

 
The children and 

families of R.U.M.P. are 

busy enjoying all of the 

special activities 

summer vacation brings but the 

plans are already in motion for 

another year of fun and learning!  

We'll be engaged in art, music 

and literature from the first day - 

and, of course, making lots of 

new friends! 
 
When you drive through the 

parking lot, you can see our new 

sign - now, our visitors can find 

the classroom!  It was designed 

by our current families and made 

by an alumni family.  Many 

thanks to Joe Ferrell for installing 

the sign - this has been a long-

time goal of the preschool and it 

looks great! 
 
Our program is full for the 2009-

10 school year but we do 

maintain a wait list as families 

occasionally move, etc.  If you or 

someone you know is interested 

in our parent participation 

program, you can access our web 

site at 

http://www.ccppns.org/rump for 

more information or leave a 

voice mail on the preschool 

phone line at the church. 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
  AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

2 Joe Fisher 

 Scott McClure 

 4 Shirley McGowan 

 Ritas Smith 

 Alma Thompson 

 6 Matthew La Rue 

Rod Paulsen 

 7 Terry Herzik 

 9 Jerry Hull 

10 Deloris Becker 

11 Wesley Golanoski 

12 Megan Cassette 

Lee Eloe 

14 Lois Graham 

 Mark Hook 

 Jim Lockner 

16 Barbara Cooke 

17 Andrew Herzik 

Pauline Locken 

 Thomas Ross 

 Tommy Smith 

18 Laura Ruzzano 

19  Michelle Bravo 

Sheri Lietzow 

 Ellen Newberry 

20 Evalyn Kragh 

     Kelsey McClure 

22 Bonnie Schmidt 

 Pete Hatfield 

24 Sheila LaRue 

Jeanne Sterling 

25 Betty Shelton 

28 Joy Pryor 

 Ryan McClure 

28  Katharine Carr   

Joe Smith 

 Carolyn Wennstrom 

31        Sue Archambault 

 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
  2 Mark & Margaret Van Norman 

  5  Tom & Lois Graham 

10 Dick & Ellen Newberry 

14 Milt & Laura Lynn Porter 

  George & Rosemary Zettler 

16 Phil & Marilouise Huff 

17 Cliff & Donna Heise 

18 Denzel & Helen Dyer 

21 Bruce & Lynn Attig 

26 Steve & Junko Hara 

28 Terry & Pauline Locken 

Scott & Beth McClure 

 30 George & Sue Anderson 

 Duane & Pat Denney 



OTHER NEWS 

 

RIVIERA BOOK CLUB 
We had a record  

attendance to 

our book club 

this past week!  Thanks to all who 

came and joined in the spirited 

discussion of our selection, The 

Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel 

Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer 

and Annie Barrows.  

 

All are welcome to attend our next 

meeting October 12th at 7 pm at 

the home of Andrea Perez (360 

Paseo De Gracia, Redondo 

Beach).  We have selected The 

Help by Kathryn Stockett for our 

next book. It is not yet in 

paperback, but is discounted on 

Amazon and other online sources. 

 

Happy reading ð hope to see you 

all in October.  
 

UPDATING MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
Please notify the church office if 

your phone number, home 

address or email address is 

changed so that our church 

directory is up-to-date.  An 

updated directory insert will be 

printed and distributed to our 

members in September. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

SEPTEMBER AT A GLANCE 
 
RUMC Work Party 8/22/09 

Rally Day  9/13/09 

Parent Youth Potluck 9/13/09 

3rd Grade Bible Pres. 9 /27/09 

Parents of Teens 

Survival Series  9/20/09 

 

Christian Parenting  

Class   9/27/09 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CARING COMMUNITY 
 
SEPTEMBER 13TH IS RALLY DAY! 
-- after the worship service.  We 

are celebrating the unofficial start 

of the year/end of summer with a 

Riviera tradition.  Join us on the 

patio to learn about what the 

many social groups and 

committees of RUMC have done 

and look forward to doing in the 

months ahead.  Of course, we will 

have a free, fantastic feast (cook-

out).  Our theme is an extension of 

Vacation Bible School, òPaul and 

the Underground Church,ó and our 

front lawn will be transformed into 

ancient Rome.  Get out your 

costumes and laurel wreathsñor 

at least wear casual clothes to 

church; think of it as RUMCõs 

version of a toga party.  If your 

group or committee has not been 

contacted about having a table, or 

if you would like more information, 

please contact Peggy Roberts at 

310-418-3724 or 
pjrob3@yahoo.com. 
 

ALL-CHURCH WOMENõS RETREAT 
Our 2009 Retreat will be held at 

the Center for Spiritual 

Development in Orange, CA (same 

location as last year) on the 

weekend of November 6th to 8th.  

Our retreat leader is Suzanne 

Barron, a seasoned retreat leader, 

licensed marriage & family 

therapist, and wife of Pastor Rick 

Uhls of Redondo First UMC.  Good 

news!  The costs will be the same 

as in the past two years: a shared 

room for $180 per person, and a 

single room for $210 per person.  

Look for our registration table on 

the patio, after Worship.  A limited 

number of scholarships will be 

available.  Please contact Annie 

Gomm: 310-308-9805 or 
afgomm@verizon.net.  
 
ALL-CHURCH AUCTION AND TALENT 

SHOW, Saturday, October 24th  

is our annual Auction event.  This 

year weõre adding a Talent Show 

on the theme of òRadio Days: The 

1940s.ó  Think about how you can 

help by being a part of our show, 

donating auction items, planning 

and decorating, assembling 

auction items and bringing your 

friends and family to the event.  

For more information, contact 

Caralee Smith at (310) 377-4708 

or User62257@aol.com. 
 
TRUSTEES WORK PARTY 

Saturday, Aug 22 is our 

Church Work Party 

sponsored by the 

Trustees.  The time will 

be 9 am to Noon.  

Tasks include cleaning 

furnace filters, washing lower 

windows, installing soap 

dispensers, replacing floor tiles 

and baseboards, roof repair, 

repairing lights, replacing smoke 

detector batteries, hauling waste 

to recycle bin, cleaning pews, 

gardening, preparing education 

workroom and class rooms for 

Rally Day and general 

organization.  Help keep our 

church clean! 

mailto:pjrob3@yahoo.com
mailto:afgomm@verizon.net
mailto:User62257@aol.com


 
 

MESSAGE FROM OUR 

YOUTH AND FAMILY 

MINISTRIES DIRECTOR 

Fall is my favorite time of year, 

with the return to school and the 

routines of the season. But Iõm 

always a little nostalgic as summer 

winds down and the beach calls us 

to spend those last few days 

stretched blissfully under a 

colorful umbrella. Reflecting back, 

here are some of the summer 

blessings for which I am thankful:  

The Sierra Service Project 

provided a joyful and life-changing 

experience for 15 junior and 

senior high youth and chaperones 

who participated in our annual 

mission trip in July. You can read 

more about their experiences in 

this issue of the Beacon, and hear 

more in an upcoming worship 

service.   

Another community project was 

our summer Torrance Beach 

Clean-Up and Party as part of our 

new, triannual Adopt-a-Beach 

program with Heal the Bay. If you 

missed the last two events, you 

can still join us in November to 

help keep our beaches sparkling!  

On the 4th of July, RUMC 

participated as a group in the 

Village Runner 5k Run. It was a 

sight to see our Team Riviera 

runners with òPowered by Loveó 

printed on their t-shirts. Thanks to 

Cheryl and Alan Zabel for 

organizing this event and to the 

Family Ministries team for 

providing the breakfast in 

Fellowship Hall following the run.    

This fall, we will continue our 

ministry with youth and families, 

while expanding in areas that 

address the specific needs of our 

congregation and our community. 

Programs include a new, three-

week discussion group for parents 

of teenagers; a new òcheckpointsó 

based curriculum for youth group; 

and a 5th/6th grade transitional 

youth program.    

As always, if you have needs that 

we can address or ideas for youth 

and family programs, please let us 

know.  I  look forward to an 

exciting and meaningful fall 

season at RUMC!  

Blessings,  

Lynn Attig 

Director, Youth and Family 

Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 --FROM TERRY AND TENA BUSHART 
124 Cottage Grove Ave 

Camarillo, CA 93012 

Phone: 805-388-0837 
 

WORSHIP and MUSIC 
 

HANDBELLS WORKSHOP  

There will be a handbell workshop 

on August 23rd after church in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Anyone interested 

in participating is invited to join us 

for a quick discussion about the 

schedule and a short 

demonstration on how to play the 

bells.  
 
The 2009-2010 Concert Series 

kicks off in September with an 

exciting line-up of talented musical 

groups and events.  Our season 

opener will be Fri., Sept. 25th at 

7:30pm--- "Celebrating Sondheim" 

presented by singers Dawn 

Brooks, Anastasia Glasheen, Mark 

Waters, and Daniel Wilson with 

Cheryl Zabel on piano.  Bring your 

family and friends and enjoy an 

evening of music, love, laughter, 

and drama.  Free will donations at 

the door will support this year's 

concert series. 
 
CHOIR Rehearsals Resume! 
The Chancel Choir will begin 

regular rehearsal on Thurs., Sept. 

10th at 7:30 pm in the choir room.  

Join us as we prepare for our 

exciting events, including special 

performances at Christmas, the 

Baroque Festival, Easter, and a 

June concert celebrating Big Band 

music! 

GOING GREEN 

ADOPT-A-BEACH 
Our RUMC beach 

clean-up initiative is 

part of the òAdopt-A-

Beachó program.  An 

educational project 

of the California Coastal 

Commission, it gives people of all 

ages the opportunity to learn 

about and participate in the 

conservation of our coastal 

resources. Heal the Bay facilitates 

the Adopt-A-Beach program in Los 

Angeles county by providing all the 

cleanup supplies.  Visit 

www.healthebay.org for more 

information. 

 

SAVE OUR TREES!  

If you want to stop the 

unwanted mailing of catalogs to 

your house, go to 

www.catalogchoice.org.  Save a 

lot of natural resources, reduce 

waste and save money! 

 
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.healthebay.org/
http://www.catalogchoice.org/


SERVICE TO OTHERS 
 

Operation Backpack Ends! 

His House (Salvation Army) in 

Torrance is holding its annual 

Operation Backpack on 

Wednesday, August 26th, just in 

time for the Back-to-School rush. 

Teachers in Torrance schools are 

asked to identify the children in 

their classrooms who would 

benefit from this program. A 

Corporate Sponsor provides the 
backpacks and His House asks 

the community at large to donate 

the school supplies needed to fill 

those backpacks. 

 

Every year, RUMC participates in 

the collection of school supplies. 

They will share their stories in the 

upcoming weeks for this 

worthwhile program. A collection 

box for the school supplies is 

located in the Narthex.  
 
Hereõs a partial list of suggested 

school supplies to donate, but 

these are by no means the only 

items accepted: 
 
Notebook Paper 

Colored Pencils 

Colored 

Markers  

Crayons 

Rulers 

School Glue 

Compasses 

 

Calculators 

Folders (PeeChees) 

3-Ring Binders 

3-Hole Punches that 

fit in a 3-ring binder 

Erasers  

Pencils 

Pens 

So bring in those school supplies by 

Sunday, August 23rd and give a 

deserving child a head start for the 

upcoming school year! 
 

LOAVES AND FISHES- BARBEQUE STYLE! 

Saturday, August 29th, 11:00 am 

in Fellowship Hall.  We are 

planning a special BBQ for our 

diners this time around. 

Hamburgers and hot dogs will be 

provided by the Outreach 

Committee and we ask the 

congregation to bring ready-to-

serve salads, baked beans, 

deviled eggs or desserts to church 

by 10:30 am. Look for the sign-up 

table after Worship. 

Those we feed have also indicated 

a need for small sized toiletries, 

such as the type that hotels give 

away. Please leave your toiletry 

donations in the church office.  

Please contact Donna Darling for 

more information: 310- 378-0886. 
 
 
NEW ADDRESSES 
 

--FROM MABEL CONROY 
òI have moved to Morro Bay.  I 

want to say good-bye to all the 

friends I have made at Riviera 

United Methodist Church.  I am 

sad to leave but am glad to be 

closer to my family.  If any of you 

come this way, please stop by and 

see me.ó 
 
404 Fairview Ave.,  

Morro Bay, CA 93442 

Phone: 805-225-1441 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH AND FAMILY 
 

SIERRA SERVICE PROJECT (SSP)                                

Two teams of youth and 

chaperones have returned from 

their annual summer mission 

trips.  The trip was an enriching 

and character - building 

experience for our youth and 

adult leaders. 

 

 
 
 

The other kids are really friendlyéyou 

always find a way to meet people that 

feel like theyõre your family.  I know 

that Clay, Max, Alex, and I all met 

friends that we still talk to today from 

SSP.  The different kind of work jobs 

they have are, building decks, 

painting, roofing, etc.  Everything is 

fun and I hope that everyone gives it a 

shot. --Connor Archambault 

 

It was truly spiritually rejuvenating to 

be able to give hands on in such a 

real way...A woman from The Yucci 

Tribe explained to us the lines of 

tattoos on her chin are actually a map 

that shows where you're from...It gives 

the kids a lot of perspective and 

things to ponder. It brings out the best 

in everyone involved. --Angela Hurd 

 

SSP is a program that calls upon the 

power of God and the power of our 

youth.   SSP is set to be so safe and 

welcomingéYouth from all different 

walks of life come together for a week 

and work, worship, build and bond.  

Kids who on Day 1 look like they will 

have no interest in being there are on 

Day 5 signing up to be counselors in 

the future. --Mark Van Norman 

 

SSP was one of the greatest 

experiences I've hadéIt was so 

natural to make new friends that it 

felt like I had too many at timeséIt 

also somehow made me feel closer to  

God. I don't know how to explain it, 

but all I know is that I felt much better 

after I came home. As I told many of 

my new friends at SSP, I wasn't 

looking forward to the trip and I was 

almost convinced I would hate it. But 

it turned out to be one of the best 

times of my life. I loved it.                     

--Max Towne 

 
 

 
 

 



YOUTH SUMMER OUTING MYSTERY TRIP 

THIS SATURDAY, AUG 22ND 

The location is a mystery, but the 

fun is guaranteed!  For all Jr. and  

Sr. High youth, as well as incoming 

6th graders.  Meet in the church 

parking lot at 11 am; return by 7 

pm. Wear long pants, t-shirt and 

closed-toed shoes.  Bring a 

sweatshirt and cash ($45).  
Please RSVP: lynnattig@verizon.net 

or 310-374-8309. 

 

ATTENTION PARENTS OF TEENAGERS-- 
òSURVIVING YOUR ADOLESCENTS: HOW 

TO MANAGE AND LET GO OF YOUR 13-18 

YEAR OLDSó * Join us for this lively 

parenting series that will help you 

navigate the joys and challenges 

of living with teenagers!  The 

sessions will also cover the topics 

of handling internet safety issues 

and how to make the college 

search process less stressful and 

more successful. Free of charge. 

Meets three consecutive Sundays:  

September 20th, 27th and October 

4th, 6:15 to 8:15 p.m. Presented 

by Lynn Attig, Jackie Ferrell and 

Tricia Paulsen.*© 2005 by Thomas 

Phelan, Ph.D. and Parent Magic, Inc. 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL ð A 

COLLOSAL SUCCESS! 
Thanks to the awesome 

contributions of our Riviera adults 

and youth, our VBS students 

experienced first-hand  

 

 
 
 

 
 
what it was like to live in the 

Biblical times of Paulôs Rome!  The 

enthusiasm and energy level was 

amazing! Authentic Roman outfits, 

outdoor markets, craftwork, food, 

and even a secret, underground 

church all added to the 

authenticity of the program. The 

eventful week ended with a 

Potluck for the families. 

--Bible School was never more fun!  

  
 

YOUTH/PARENT POTLUCK  

SUNDAY, SEPT. 13TH, 6:15 P.M. 
On Sunday, September 13th at 

6:15 pm, all parents of Jr. and Sr. 

High youth, please bring your son 

or daughter plus your favorite  
food dish and join us for our 

annual back-to-school potluck. 

This is a special time for all of us 

to dine together and learn about 

the youth program we have 

planned for 2009-10. 
 

CHILDRENõS MINISTRIES 
 

THIRD GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION 

AND CLASS-- Itõs a tradition at 
RUMC for the 3rd graders to 

receive a Bible from the church.  

This Bible Presentation will take 

place Sunday, September 27th in 

the worship service, followed by a 

class and luncheon for all 3rd 

graders and their families.  If you 

have a 3rd grader or know of one 

who would like to participate, 

please contact Janie Honeycutt at 

(310) 560-7514 or email 

janiehoneycutt5@yahoo.com 
 

SIGN UP FOR CHILDRENõS CHOIR!   

Once again our wonderful and  

talented Director of Childrenõs 

Music, Peggy Roberts, will teach 

music to children ages 4 years 

through 5th grade during Sunday 

School.  Our Sunday School 

program kicks off on September 

20th for the new fall season and                         

 

the children will make their first 

performance during the service, 

October  18th. 
 
RIVIERA SUNDAY SCHOOL FALL 

PROGRAM FOR 4 YEARS ð 5TH GRADE 
The kick-off for the new fall 

program will be at Rally Day, Sept 

13th.  Please stop by our table for 

registration and information about 

our exciting activities, which 

include our childrenõs choir, 

Christmas Festival and hands-on 

Bible lessons with fun crafts and 

songs.   

 

--An introductory Sunday School 

will take place that day, Sunday 

September 13th offered by our 

Director of Childrenõs Ministries, 

Janie Honeycutt, and our Director 

of Childrenõs Music, Peggy 

Roberts.  Registration forms will be 

available at that time. 

 

We are also in need of Sunday 

School volunteers to help teach 

and/or assist in the classroom. 

Please contact Janie Honeycutt at 

(310) 560-7514 or email 

janiehoneycutt5@yahoo.com 

 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED                            

Please contact Pat Stone about 

volunteering in our Nursery.  We 

have two openings, flexible 

scheduling, for Adults and Youth 

310-798-9383 or email 

mosaicsarepat@cs.com.   
 

Thanks to the awesome 

contributions of our Riviera 

adults and youth, our VBS 

students experienced   

mailto:lynnattig@verizon.net
mailto:janiehoneycutt5@yahoo.com
mailto:janiehoneycutt5@yahoo.com
mailto:mosaicsarepat@cs.com

